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OVER BLACK
TI TLE: WYCH CRCSS, ENGLAND

MAN
Wake up sir. We're here.
FADE | N:
EXT. CONVERTI BLE CAR - DAY
JON HATHAWAY, a white-haired professor in a tweed suit, lifts

his head fromhis chest. H's eyes blink open. He yawns.

HATHAWAY
(to the driver)
Al ready? | nust have dozed off.

Bl eary-eyed, Hathaway | ooks up at the -
BURGESS MANSI ON
A large building, inmposing and CGothic.

Hat haway cl utches a BRI EFCASE to his chest. He takes a deep
breat h, and opens the car door.

I NT. BURGESS STUDY - MANSI ON - DAY

RODERI CK BURGESS, 50's, dressed well but confortably, |eans
forward in his chair. He's a troll of a man, and this is his
cave - where he hordes all his precious know edge and
artifacts of the arcane.

RODERI CK
Dr. Hat haway, what an unexpected
pl easure! Pl ease take a seat.

Hat haway sits down rigidly, still clutching the suitcase.
Roderick waits, smling.

RODERI CK
| was under the inpression you
want ed nothing to do with ole’
Burgess and his Ancient Mysteries.

HATHAWAY
-1 know what | said that night, at
the nuseum But... mnmy son

Edrmund. . .

Hat haway struggles to continue. Burgess seens inappropriately
eager .



HATHAVWAY
He's dead.

RCDERI CK

My deepest condol ences for your
| oss.

H s eyes wander down to Hathaway's briefcase. Hat haway
notices the direction of his gaze, and their eyes neet.

RODERI CK
So. | take it you' ve reconsidered?

Hat haway knows what Roderick is waiting to see. He reaches
into the suitcase, brings out:

A BOOK

A d and nusty-|ooking, bound in ancient |eather.

HATHAWAY
If what you were telling ne is
true, then... it is true, isn't it?
(quietly)

About Deat h?

RODERI CK
Quite true, Doctor

Hat haway hesitantly hands it to Burgess, who | ooks it over,
pouring through the pages of esoteric know edge. Satisfied
that it's authentic, Burgess |ooks back to Hat haway.

RODERI CK
The Magdal ene Giinmoire was all we
needed. The Order will hold the
cerenony tonight.
(1 ooks at Hat haway)
No one...w |l ever die again.

Hat haway | ets out his breath, smling gratefully. Roderick
cl oses the book.

RODERI CK
Unless | wish it.

Two dark nmen cone up behind Hat haway's chair. They grab
either side of him

HATHAWAY
Let go of ne! Burgess!



RODERI CK
You stood by while | was nocked by
Al eister and his lot for 10 years.
Al that tine, you had the proof of
ny clains | ocked away. Now, | am
the Magus. And this is your reward.

Hat haway is dragged off, scream ng out Burgess' nane. He
doesn't listen - he's preoccupied with the book.

CUT TO
I NT. CASTLE - THE DREAM NG - ETERNAL TW LI GAT

Dark fabric rustles against the stone floor in the darkness.
It's the end of a cloak, trailing behind a shadowy figure
with wild black hair.

He's headed for a balcony, illum nated by sunlight...or the
equi valent of it here in the The Dream ng, real mof Dreans.

He | eans a hand against the wall for balance. To say the hand
is pale woul d be understatenent: it's stark white, like
mar bl e. A | arge RUBY DREAMSTONE hangs from a pendant around
hi s neck.

H s face cones into the light: equally pale, handsonme, wth
pi tch-bl ack eyes. This is DREAM |ord and personification of
dr eans.

Thunder rolls. Dream pays no heed as he staggers out. He
rests his hands on the balcony railing, as the rain pelts him
and the wind bl ows his cape behind him bill ow ng.

PULL BACK TO SHOW

The bal cony: there's a stormcloud, right above Dream
Drenching only him For the rest of the Dreaming, it's clear
bl ue ski es.

LUCIEN, a very tall pointy-eared |ibrarian, comes out of the
dark hall. He approaches Dream peering at himthrough his
spect acl es.

LUCI EN
Lord? She's gone now. The uh,
pal ace staff was wondering... what

woul d you |ike done with the suite
of roons created for her?

DREAM
Erase them
(1 ooks at Luci en)
( MORE)



DREAM cont ' d)
And Lucien? | woul d appreciate it
if the palace staff would refrain
fromnentioning her in ny presence.

LUCI EN
Very good Lord.

Luci en goes back inside, wiping the rain off his gl asses.

I NT. MAIN HALL - DAY

Lucien continues into the main hall. It's |ike a cathedral,
lined with col orful stained-glass windows. At the end of the
hall is a long, wi nding staircase, |leading to a whinsica

tall -backed THRONE.

Two servants watch Lucien enter: NUALA, a scrawny faerie
dressed in rags, is cleaning Dreanis HELMET. The Hel net | ooks
like the skull of sone insect-like creature...or a deceased
anci ent god.

MERVYN, a Punpkin-headed scarecrow with a cigar, nops the
floors.

MERVYN
Wl | ? What's the scoop, Loosh?

LUCI EN
He wants the roons erased. Mm to
be on the safe side...better
dismantl e that whole wing of the
cast| e.

Mervyn makes a sound of irritation. He takes a puff of his
cigar, and blows the snoke out his eye and nose cutouts.

MATTHEW a raven, flies down fromthe throne to Lucien's
shoul der.

MATTHEW
It's been a whol e week, for
Chrissakes. Isn't he tired of rain?
Does this al ways happen when a
girlfriend wal ks out on hinf

LUCI EN
Not at all. After the Nada affair
he razed The Dreaming. It was a
bl eak desert for centuri es.

MATTHEW
WOw.



NUALA
Poor Lord Dream ..

MERVYN

Poor Dreanf? Us Ordi nary Joes have
broads wal k out on us all the tine.
We shrug it off, hey that's life.

(puffs on cigar)
But he's gotta be the tragic figure
in the rain, nmournin' his bel oved.
So down cones the rain, right on
cue.

(voice rising)
He's not the one who has ta
di smantl e a whole wing. He could
vanish it in a blink! Gone!

LUCI EN
Per haps you shoul d take your
conplaint to Lord Dream

Thunder rolls. Lightning. Mervyn shudders.

MERVYN
"Il go gather the wecking crew
Later Loosh. Seeya Toots.

Mervyn anbl es off.

LUCI EN
"Il be in the library.

DREAM
Luci en.

Nual a and Lucien turn to see their master.

LUCI EN
Yes Lord?

DREAM
I"mgoing on a short journey. If
any matters arise requiring ny
attention, feel free to contact ne.

NUALA
May | acconpany you, Lord Dreanf?

Dream | ooks, and in Nual a's place appears a vol uptuous bl onde
faerie in a beautiful gown. He scow s.

DREAM
Stop that.



She shrivels back into her previous form Her ears droop.

DREAM
| told you before. | do not abide
faerie glanmour in ny realm

NUALA
Yes Lord.

DREAM

Did you bring ny Helnet, as |
request ed?

Nual a brings out the Helnet from behind her back. Dream takes
it from her.

LUCI EN
(to Drean
Forgi ve ny asking, but are you sure
this is a wise idea?

DREAM
Yes. | have things to attend to.
(ki nder)
You worry too nuch, Lucien. What
coul d possi bly go wong?

Dream pul s out a POUCH fromthe folds of his cloak. He turns
it over, dunping out DREAMSAND. It swirls around him

CLOSE ON: his eyes. They're dark and black, but if you | ook
deeper they sparkle with Iights. W FALL into them and the
lights becone --

EXT. BURGESS ESTATE - N GHT

-- Stars against the night sky, above the Burgess Mansion.

| NT. BASEMENT - BURGESS MANSI ON

Men in hooded robes stand in a circle around --

A Cl RCULAR DI AGRAM

On the floor. Occult markings and conpl ex shapes, synbols.

Roderick stands at the head of it, and next to himis his 6
year-ol d son ALEX.



RODERI CK
Wat ch cl osely Al ex. Tonight we wll
achi eve what no one has ever
attenpted before - to capture and
imprison Death. Are you excited to
see our triunph?

Al ex swall ows. Excited isn't the word - it's nore |ike
terrified.
ALEX
Yes, father.
RODERI CK
Fat her ?
ALEX
... Magus.

Roderick smles. He kneels on the ground.

RODERI CK
(to the congregation)
Let it begin.

He has the Magdal ene Ginoire, open in front of him as well
as a BOAL full of objects.

RODERI CK
| give you a coin | nade froma
stone. | give you a song | stole

fromthe dirt.
Alex trenbles, his heartbeat thunping loudly in his ears.
RODERI CK

| give you a knife fromunder the
hills, and a stick I stuck through

a dead man's eye. | give you a cl aw
| ripped froma rat, | give you a
nane, and the nane is lost. | give

you the bl ood. .

Roderi ck takes a DAGGER and a FEATHER from the bow, one in
each hand. He takes the dagger and nakes a small cut in his
arm letting the blood drip on the feather.

RODERI CK
...fromout of ny vein, and a
feather | pulled froman angel's
wi ng. W sumon you



THE CONGREGATI ON
Cone.

Al ex presses his |ips together - he doesn't want Death to
cone. He shuts his eyes tight, bracing hinself...

RODERI CK
Coin and Song, Knife and Stick,
Cl aw and Nane, Bl ood and Feat her..
here in the darkness, we summbn
you. Cone!

An expl osi on of snoke... and sand. Al ex opens his eyes,
hesitant.

The snmoke and sand clears. A floating figure in a dark cloak
falls slowy to the ground in the mddle of the circle, his
head covered by the hel net.

CULT MEMBER 1
W didit. | don't believe it...

Dream groans, disoriented, and collapses to the floor.

RODERI CK
No. This isn't Death. Damm it to
hell ...

Roderick carefully reaches into the circle, pulling off the
Hel net .

It's DREAM These strange hooded figures | ook |ike hazy bl obs
to him

RODERI CK
Even so...l think this will prove a
profitable evening s work.

They take the Pouch from his hand. They yank the ruby pendant
fromhis neck, breaking the chain. They pull off his cloak,
hi s cl ot hing, |eaving himnaked.

Roderi ck stands, raising his arnms - as he does, a transl ucent
ectoplasmc wall rises fromthe circle and fornms a bubble
over Dream Roderick |lowers his arnms. The bubbl e hardens,
becomi ng a gl ass-1i ke done.

RODERI CK
...Pleasant dreans. Sandnan.

Roderick and his group silently filter out. Al ex stands
there, staring at Dream as the strange being gathers the
strength to huddl e agai nst the side of the done.



RODERI CK
Come al ong, Al ex.

Alex turns, and follows his father. The heavy doors sl am
Dreamis al one.

EXT. BURGESS ESTATE - MORN NG
The sun ri ses.

CUT TO
I NT. HOME - AMERI CA - DAY

A MOTHER enters a boy’s room approaches her young SON
sl eepi ng soundly in bed.

MOTHER
Wake up, sleepyhead. You'll be late
for school

The boy noans, turns over. The nother sighs, pulls off the
covers. No reaction. She sighs.

MOTHER
I nean it now. Get up.

Agai n, nothing. H s nother shakes him - he doesn't rouse.

MOTHER
(cal l'ing)
Honey...! Cone quick, something's
wr ong!
ROSE WALKER
(V.0

They called it the 'Sl eepy
Si ckness.' A cute nanme, for a
serious condition
CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL - LONDON - MORNI NG

UNI TY WALKER, covered in sweat, dressed in a hospital
ni ght gown. The NURSE is presenting a new baby girl to her.

Unity takes the baby in her arnms, with teary eyes.

NURSE
What are you going to nane her?



10.

UNI TY
Rose. Her nane's Rose.

Unity | ays back. She's exhausted. Slowy, her eyes close.

ROSE
(V.O

For no reason, random heal t hy

people...like ny nother...all fell

asl eep.

CUT TO

I NT. HOSPI TAL - YEARS LATER
TITLE: 20 YEARS LATER
Unity Wal ker still sleeps, in her hospital bed. Her hair has

gotten grey, there are lines in her face.

ROSE
(V.0
And never woke up

W see a grown up Rose, sitting by her nother's bedside. It's
difficult to tell what she's feeling as she gets up and
| eaves. She's wearing a black dress.

I NT. BURGESS MANSI ON - DAY

In the main room of the mansion, Roderick Burgess hinself
lies in repose. The result of his failure to capture Death.

Standing next to his coffin is Al ex, age 26 and surprisingly
handsone. His enptions are unclear as the coffin lidis
cl osed, sealing his father inside forever.

Rose wal ks up to him

ALEX
(smles)
Hey Rose.
RCSE
" msorry.
ALEX

Nah, don't be. He was...old.
(1 ooks her over)
Wien's the last time you had a good
ni ght's sl eep? You | ook al nost
zonbi e-fi ed.
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ROSE
I don't need to sleep.

Al ex | ooks at her with concern. It makes Rose unconfortabl e.

ROSE
...It"s Paul. I've been having
troubl e sl eeping since he left. You
know. Eating ice cream and watchi ng
TV ki nd of stuff.

ALEX
Ah. Well, | warned you about that
guy.
(pause)
You shoul d get sonmething to help
you sl eep

Rose | ooks around for something else to tal k about.

ROSE

So. The big house is yours now?
ALEX

Yeah...|"mputting it up for sale.

Rose surveys the house - antique paintings and treasures
covering the walls. She wal ks slowy, admring them

ROSE
Your father was quite the
col |l ector.

ALEX

He had an obsession for the occult.
Spent years getting his hands on
anything runored to be ‘magic’ or

what not .

ROSE
What ' re you going to do with all of
it now?

ALEX

Sane as the house. There's tons of
people offering to take everything
of f my hands.

ROSE
So the spoils go to the highest
bi dder, then? You don’'t want them
to be in nice nuseuns?
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ALEX
I hadn’t thought about it. Truth be
told, I don't care where they end

up.

Rose stops at a large ruby, displayed in a glass case. It’s
t he Dreanstone.

ROSE
Ww. That's the biggest ruby |I’'ve
ever seen.
(peers cl oser)
If it is aruby. It’'s got a
weird...sheen to it...

Rose stares at it. It seens to pull her gaze ever closer.

ALEX
Do you like it?

Rose | ooks at hi mincredul ously.

ALEX
You can have it...really.

ROSE
Al ex, don’t be silly. A London fl at
is no place for huge, ancient
genst ones.

Al ex shrugs - he doesn’t care. Rose |ooks back at the ruby,
the glint of it dazzling her.

Alex Iifts the glass case off.

ALEX
Take it. It’'s yours.

CUT TGO

| NT. BEDROOM - ROSE S APARTMENT - NI GHT

The Dreanstone now rests atop Roses’ dresser.

Rose, with dark circles under her eyes, sits on her bed

wat ching TV. A bow of popcorn next to her, several cans of
soda on her nightstand. She’s in the process of opening
anot her one.

ON THE TV
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A nature programin progress. A cuddly bear curled agai nst
its nother, both asleep.

Rose changes the channel
Now it’s a soap opera. A woman crying.
WOVAN
No! Charles, don't |eave ne! You
can’t | eave ne!!

Quch. Rose changes the channel again. This tinme it’s an old
Wle E. Coyote vs. The Roadrunner cartoon.

Rose watches the antics for a while, smling faintly. Her
eyes flutter.

A man cones into the room Wry, dark sungl asses.

MAN
Hel | o Rose.

She junps off the bed, crouching, prepared to defend herself.

ROSE
Who are you?

VAN
Wiy darling, I'’mhurt...don’ t you
recogni ze nme?

Rose stares at him Can’'t quite renmenber. The man grins,
takes of f his sungl asses. Rose gasps, because:

He has no eyes. His eyes are black pools of darkness, lined
with tiny sharp teeth in place of |ashes. They’'re nout hs!
MAN
How about now? |’ m your CORI NTH AN,

| ove. ..
Rose opens up the dresser, pulls out a .22, ains it at him

ROSE
Get out!!

He just stands there. Smling. Rose fires, and he goes down.
Rose runs past him out the door --

But then his hand grabs her shoul der, spinning her around to
face him The Corinthian.
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CORI NTHI AN
You have such | ovely eyes. Just
i ke your nother.

ROSE
No! Get away from ne!

CORI NTHI AN
I can make it so you never wake up
again. You and ne and your num all
living together in the |and of
nod. . .

ROSE
| remenber now Every night it’s
the same dream 1’11 wake up..

Rose shoves hi m away.
CORI NTHI AN
Go ahead. You'll fall asleep again.
| can wait.
ROSE
(whi spering)
Wake up...wake up..
The Corinthian steps toward her.

ROSE
Wake up, damm it!
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Rose JERKS AWAKE

She’s on the bed, in her room The TV is still going. No
Cor i nt hi an.

The radi o by her bed starts playing.

THE CHORDETTES
(singing, on radio)

M. Sandman... bring me a dream.
make himthe cutest that |'ve ever
seen. .

Rose swings violently at the radi o, knocking it right off the
dresser. It clatters to the floor, silent. Rose sinks back
into her pillow, tears springing to her eyes.
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Rose gets up fromthe bed, and picks up the Dreanstone. It
seens to calmher as she turns it over in her hands. She
stops crying.

| NT. BASEMENT - BURGESS MANSI ON
Dreamsits in the glass bubble. Witing.

An unshaven, SLOVENLY MAN in his 40's reads porn and drinks
coffee in the corner of the dark room Deep dark circles
under his wi de, bl oodshot eyes.

A | arge door opens up. A secret tunnel. Another man, weasel -
i ke, enters.

SLOVENLY NAN
Bout time you showed up. Three
days, no sleep. Beat that.

WEASLY MAN
You haven’t heard the news, have
you? The old man’s dead. W don’t
have to watch ‘i m anynore.

Sl ovenly man | ooks at Dream notionl ess.

SLOVENLY NAN
No ki dding? That’s great. So we can
just...leave?

Weasly man nods. Slovenly man grins, but then his snmle
falls.

SLOVENLY NMAN
Hey uh...l just thought of
sonet hing. What if he escapes?

VEASLY MAN
He won’t.

Weasly man approaches the bubbl e.

We see from Dreami s perspective. The bubbl e has a fun-house
mrror effect, making the man | ook |ike an absurd cartoon.

WEASLY MAN
Q. Dreamman. W' re | eaving now.
A d man’ s dead...nobody but us
knows you’' re down here.

Sl ovenly man continues ‘reading’. His eyelids start to close.
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WEASLY MAN
If you want to get out, this is
your | ast chance. So | suggest you
start playing genie. Capiche?

DREAM
Your master asked for many things
that were neither humanity’s right
to have nor mne to give. | wll
gi ve you nothing, just as | gave
hi m not hi ng.

WEASLY MAN
Alright...1 dunno know when yer
ever gonna get out then.

DREAM
Soon.

The sl ovenly man snores. Weasly man spins, panicked. Wen he
| ooks back, Dream has his hand agai nst the gl ass, absorbing
somet hi ng through the ectoplasm 1t |ooks like...sand.

Weasly man | ooks down, seeing a trail of sand com ng fromhis
sl eepi ng partner.

VEASLY NMAN
No!

Sl ovenly man jerks awake. He sees his partner on the floor,
trying unsuccessfully to stop the flow of sand. Wasly nman
bangs on the glass, yelling in frustration.

Suddenly, Dream col |l apses in a heap. The two guards | ook at
him not daring to breathe.

SLOVENLY MAN
I's he dead?

WEASLY MAN
I...1 think we should go...

Dreamrises abruptly, to his full height. The two guys
scream as:

A whirling VORTEX of sand erupts fromDream It SHATTERS t he
gl ass-1i ke done, knocking down the two men.

Dream | ooks at the two guys, unconscious.

Slovenly man slowy conmes to. He | ooks around: Dreamis gone.
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EXT. THE DREAM NG

Dreamis floating in a dark void. He absorbs the dark, making
it tangible material. It waps around him becom ng his
cloak. There is a door near him He goes through it.

A bonbardnent of ideas: images, sounds, all blending
t oget her. Dream keeps noving. He finds another door, goes
through it.

It leads to a sun over green pastures. He finds yet another
door. Goes through it.

Again. A noonlit |andscape. He continues on. One nore door.

This tine, he’s in a realmof grey dust. The wind is high,
whi ppi ng around hi m

DREAM
(V.0
The Dreamworl d, the
unconsci ousness, is as nuch a part
of me as | ama part of it. | know
t he ol d pat hs.

He keeps wal king, until he sees nmmssive gates. There are two
gi ant statues on either side: a GRIFFIN and a WVERN. Their
stone heads bob, acknow edgi ng Dream

DREAM
(V.0
And the gates | built when the
worl d was new. Al nobst hone..

Dr eam pushes agai nst the gates. They open. He | ooks inside,
and his face falls with shock when he sees:

His magnificent castle. It lies in ruins, and is half-buried
in sand. Mervyn and Nual a sift through the rubble. They catch
sight of Dream and wave hal f-heartedly.

Stunned, Dream wal ks slowy toward them He doesn’t believe
his eyes.

LUCI EN
(Q9)
Breaks your heart, doesn’t it Lord?

DREAM
Lucien...?

Dream | ooks at Lucien by the gate, resting on a shovel.



LUCI EN
One and the sane.

Luci en | ays down the shovel and kneels.

LUCI EN
And at your service, as al ways.

DREAM
Get up. Please get up Lucien.
(1 ooks at the castle)
What happened here?

LUCI EN
You are the incarnation of this
Dreantime. Wth you gone, the place
began to decay.

(quietly)
Can you rebuild it, Lord?

DREAM
...l cannot. Miuch of ny power I
pl aced in the tools. Too nmuch. And
t hey are gone.

LUCI EN
Regardl ess, it’s good to have you
back.
DREAM
No Lucien. | nust reclaimny tools.
LUCI EN

Lord, you are tired and weakened. A
trip to the waking world woul d be-

DREAM
I will not be king of a broken
Dream ng. | nust go.

(pi cks up some sand from

t he ground)
One man has all the answers | need.
It will not be difficult to find
hi m

LUCI EN
Who is that?

The sand in his pal mbecones the mniature of a man.
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DREAM
Al ex Bur gess.

CUT TGO

I NT. ROSE’S APARTMENT - NI GHT

A conputer screen shows the slightly pixelated face of Al ex,
via webcam

ALEX
It’s really |l ate Rose..

Rose sits in the chair, holding her knees.

ROSE
I know, I'msorry. | just needed to
talk to soneone.
ALEX
Can’t sl eep?
ROSE
No. . .
ALEX
Rose, are you...afraid to go to
sl eep?

Rose trenbles. She starts to cry.

ALEX
Because of your munf
ROSE
It’s so stupid. | keep having this
nightmare that tells me I'Il never
wake up, |ike her.
ALEX
It’s only a dream Dreans can’t
hurt you.
ROSE
I know. | just wonder sonetines...
ALEX
Rose. | prom se, you can go to
sl eep and wake up. | know because |

do it every night.
(leans in closer)
Get sone sleep. Please.
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ROSE
Ckay. 1'11 try.
| NT. BEDROOM

Rose lays in bed, playing with the ruby absentm ndedly. Her
breat hing slows. She falls asleep.

THE CLOCK
By her nightstand reads 10: 00.

EXT. ROSE' S DREAM - DAY

A beautiful, sunlit park. Rose wanders through the crowd of
pl ayi ng chil dren.

There’s a wonman standi ng nearby, facing away from her. She
appears to be | ooking for soneone.

ROSE
Looki ng for your child?

The worman turns. It’s Unity, her nother.

UNI TY
Yes.
ROSE
Mum . .
UNI TY
Rose, | wish you could stay. But I

have a feeling...you re in danger
W see what Unity sees: a black shadow, approaching Rose from
behi nd.
| NT. BEDROOM - ROSE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Rose wakes up. She | ooks at the --
CLOCK

It’s 6:00 AM now. She gets up, feeling pretty good. She’s
still clasping the ruby.
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I NT. KITCHEN - ROSE S APARTMENT - N GAT

Rose goes to the refrigerator, opens it. Nothing good. She
turns on the light.

SOVEONE

Is there. Sitting at her table. She turns, sees him and
startles. It’s the Corinthian, sunglasses on, eating sone jam
on toast.

CORI NTHI AN
How do you eat this? It tastes
terrible.
(smles at her)
Not hing li ke the taste of eyes.

Rose tries to | ook brave.

ROSE
You're a dream Dreans can’t hurt
nme.
CORI NTHI AN
I"’mnot a dream 1’ m a nightnmare.
ROSE
| don't care. It doesn't matter
what you do to ne, | can wake up
CORI NTHI AN
Not this time, pet. This tine, you
really are awake. 1’1l show you

He gets up, and SMACKS Rose. Bl ood oozes from her nose.

CORI NTHI AN
Did that feel real to you?

Rose tries to dash past him but the Corinthian grabs her
from behi nd. She struggles.

CORI NTHI AN
(whi spers)
Listen to ne. You set ne free. You
can set others free, and they wll
serve you. ..

Rose el bows himin the stomach. Not expecting it, he doubles
over. As she pulls away, he grabs her wist.
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CORI NTHI AN
Oh no you don't. ..

Then the Corinthian stops. He sees the ruby in her hand.

Seeing his fascination with it, Rose drops the ruby and nakes
arun for it. He lets her go, and instead bends down to pick
up the jewel.

The Corinthian stares at it, awed. Then he grins again.

CORI NTHI AN
The Dreanstone. This keeps getting
better.

EXT. OUTSI DE THE APARTMENT - NI GHT

Rose, in her sleepwear, gets into her car. She's shaking,
fumbling with getting her key out fromunder the floor mat
into the ignition

Then she puts her fuzzy-slippered foot on the pedal, and
FLOORS I T, squealing out onto the road.

Rose zips by a cop car. Naturally, it starts to follow her

I nside the car, Rose hears the siren and sees the lights in
the rear-viewmrror. She pulls over. 1In a few nonents, the
cop reaches her window. She rolls it down.

ROSE
Yeah, | know. Speedi ng.

coP
Can | see some | D?

Rose | ooks around, realizes she took nothing with her. She
shakes her head.

corP
I"mgoing to have to-

ROSE
Arrest ne. Take ne in to the
station, right now

corP
I was only gonna give you a ticket.

Cop | ooks in closer. He sees the red mark on her cheek.

corP
Sonebody hit you?
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Rose touches her face, just now realizing.

ROSE
. Yes.
corP
| see. Wll then, | can take you to
the station so you can file a
report.

Rose opens the door, and he offers her his hand. Wen their
hands touch, somethi ng happens:

I NT. COP'S SUBCONSCI QUS - THE DREAM NG

Rose is suddenly in the cop's subconscious mnd. Mirky
i mges, ebbing like a reflection on the water's surface, she
sees his dreans of the future, the present, the past...

O being pronoted to police comm ssioner..
Losing the girl he |oves to another man..

The serial killer with a chai nsaw and a hatchet, froma novie
he watched | ate one night. ..

O his buddy being shot by a fleeing crimnal. Cop kneels
over him trying to staunch the wound....

Is any of it true? It's inpossible to tell. Everything this
man t hi nks about or dreans about is here. And then --

EXT. REALITY - N GAT

-- She's back. The cops yawns, and falls right into her |ap.
She pushes himoff, and he crunples to the pavenent. Snoring.

ROSE
Sir? Sir, are you alright?

Somet hi ng | eaks out of the cop: Dreansand. It filters out and
floats up into her hand. She |ooks: there's a little nmound of
sand right in the mddle of her palm

EXT. BURGESS MANSI ON - N GHT

Rose gets out of the car and runs up the steps to the Burgess
Mansi on.

ROSE
Al ex!!



I NT. ALEX'S ROOM - NI GHT
Al ex sleeps, fitfully.
I NT. ALEX' S DREAM

Alex clinmbs up a long, spiraling staircase.
dar kness around him He's hol ding a candl e,
sour ce.

Al ex reaches the top, and sees:
DREAM
In his tall-backed throne.

DREAM
Hel | o.

Al ex gapes at him

DREAM
VWat's the matter?

ALEX
You. It's youl!

DREAM
That's right. It's ne.

Dream gets up, stands over him Menacing.

DREAM
Confined in a glass box for 20
years. Tinme noves no faster for
kind than it does for humanity.
(harsher)
Do you have any idea what it was
i ke? Do you have any idea?!

ALEX
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The rest is
his only Iight

my

No! No I...if I could take it back -
if I could undo what ny father did-

DREAM

Your father barred nme fromny real m
with his foolish circle and hedge-
magi cki ng, with no thought for the
harmit mght bring to your world.

I NT. BASEMENT - FLASHBACK

Roderi ck, 70, just before his death.
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RODERI CK
You! It's your fault, damm you! You
aren't Death, but you live forever
You haven't aged a day since we
caught you.

He points his cane at Dream fromthe other side of the
bubbl e.

RODERI CK
You coul d have given nme power
beyond ny wi | dest dreans...
(chokes, weepi ng)
...1-1 shouldn't have had to get
ol d. ..

Roderi ck sobs, crunpling. A NURSEMAID rushes to his side.
I NT. ALEX' S DREAM - PRESENT

DREAM
There are of fenses, Al ex Burgess,
t hat are unpardonabl e.

ALEX
It was a m stake. He didn't want
you. He wanted to capture Death..

DREAM
What ? You wanted to capture Death?
Then count yourself |ucky for the
sake of your species and pl anet you
did not succeed!

ALEX
It wasn't nme | tell you! You can't
condermm nme for ny father's sins!

DREAM
Tell me then, why did you not free
me? You read the books in your
father's library, and you knew how
to reverse the enchant nent.

Al ex | ooks away. Ashaned.

DREAM
Have you no excuses? No reasons
shoul d not take reprisal?

ALEX
.1 thought it was a dream
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DREAM
No: you thought | was dead. Do not
lie to me again, Burgess. Were are
ny tool s?

ALEX
S-sorry?

DREAM
A Pouch, a Helnmet and a Ruby. Your
people stole themfromme. Were
are they?

Al ex hesitates. The i nmage of Rose, beautiful Rose, staring at
t he ruby flashes through his m nd.

ALEX
Take it. It's yours.

Rose | ooking at him that incredulous smle and shining eyes.

Al ex assesses the man before him- cold, pitiless black eyes,
the angry scowl, the dark cloak with red, flane-1like ends.
Who knows what this man - if he could be called one - would
do to Rose. He swall ows.

ALEX
...l don't know. | never saw them
again after that night.

DREAM
(quietly, to hinself)
Lord, what fools these nortals
be. ..
(to Al ex)
Very well. Your punishnment then..

EXT. BURGESS MANSI ON - NI GHT
Rose pounds on the door.

ROSE
Al ex! Pl ease open the goddamm door!

Rose pounds sone nore. No use. She reaches for the doorknob -
ANGLE ON HER HAND

Her pal nms shines with residual sand. As she grasps the
doorknob, it twists and turns |ike nolten netal.



27.

Rose lets go of it. She peers closer at the doorknob - it
noves with her. She experinments, swaying side to side...so
does the doorknob.

Rose | ooks at her hand, sparkling with the sand, | ooks
between it and the doorknob. A possible connection?

She reaches out to the doorknob...al nost close enough to
touch it...and then drops her hand. The doorknob pops off,
turning into a nolten puddl e on the ground.

Rose brushes her hands off over a flower bush, and pushes on
the door. It opens. She goes inside.

The flowers that were sprinkled with the sand cl ose, the
petals folding in on thensel ves.

| NT. BURGESS MANSI ON - NI GHT
It's dark. She hears a SCREAM

ROSE
Al ex?!

Rose searches blindly, finds a staircase. She runs up, as
fast as she can.

I NT. ALEX'S ROOM - NI GHT
Rose cones into the room sees --

--Alex, withing on the floor. He's fallen out of his bed,
and appears to be having a terrible nightnmare. Rose runs and
kneel s beside him

ROSE
Al ex! Al ex wake up...

DREAM
He won't.

Rose | ooks up and is surprised to see Dream standing over
them She rises - too nuch has happened tonight to be scared.

ROSE
And who the hell are you?

DREAM
| am Dream of the Endl ess.

ROSE
Really. | thought you were the
Devil or sonething.
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DREAM
| assure you, we | ook nothing alike-
ROSE
What did you do to Al ex, you
bast ar d?!
DREAM

Rewardi ng himfor his hospitality
to ne, these past 20 years.

I NT. ALEX'S DREAM - NI GHT

Al ex wakes up, gasping. Sunlight pours in through the w ndow.
Rose | ooks at himfondly.

ALEX
God. . . oh god. ..

ROSE
Bad dr eanf

ALEX

Yeah. .. ever had one o’ those dreans
where you think you' ve woken up
but you haven't?

He stops - Rose's skin is DRI PPING of f.

ROSE
Can't say | have. But | think
you'l | be having quite a | ot of

t hem from now on. ..
I NT. ALEX'S ROOM - N GHT
Al ex groans in his sleep.

DREAM
You shoul d | eave, Rose Wl ker.

Rose stares: how does he know her nane?! She covers her
shock, trying not to let it show

ROSE
... Not gonna happen. But you're
wel conme to.

Sand filters out fromAl ex, floating into her hand. She | ooks
at it, and then has an idea - she flings it back onto Al ex.
She bends down and pulls himinto a sitting position.
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ROSE
Al ex, wake up!

Al ex's eyes snhap open. He tries to push her away.

ALEX
Get away! Get away from ne!!

RCSE
Al ex, shhh! It's ne.

He | ooks at her with w de-eyed suspicion. Meanwhil e, Dream
stands by. Dunbf ounded.

DREAM
What did you do...?

ROSE
| don’t have a cl ue.

Dr eam pi cks her up by her collar, forcefully.

DREAM
That was Dreansand. Were did you
get it? Do you have the Pouch?

ROSE
Let go of nme, psycho! | don’t know
what you’' re tal ki ng about!

Rose grabs his hand. Dream throws her down and weaves,
suddenly faint.

ROSE
Quch! Sonofabitch...!!

DREAM
(hoarse)
You...control Dreansand? | do not
under st and. . .

ROSE
Join the club! First nouth-eyes,
now you-

DREAM

Do you nmean the Corinthian?

Rose | ooks at him She nods. Of Dream thinking.
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I NT. PARLOUR - LATER

Al ex is slouched over on a sofa, confused and di sturbed.
Near by, Dream and Rose sit at a table. Dreamis in deep
concentration. Rose is calner, but is still wary of Dream

DREAM
The Corinthian has the Ruby. And,
it seens, you have absorbed ny
powers as the replacenent Dream

ROSE
| guess. Whatever. WII this
“Corinthian’ cone after ne?
(Dream nods)
So what do we do about it?

DREAM
I will rest, and then go to reclaim
nmy tools. You may conme with nme, if
you li ke.

ROSE
“Tool s’ huh? There are others
besi des the Ruby?

DREAM
I ndeed. | had a Pouch, which gave
me access to Dreansand. ..

ROSE
So that you don’t have to steal it
from sl eepi ng peopl e?

DREAM
Yes. It gets tiresone, as you can
i magine. I also owned a Hel net that

protects the wearer from harnfu
magi ¢, such as the force that can
be emtted fromthe Ruby.

ROSE
Didn’t you just say you were
captured by a bunch of occultists
whil e wearing the hel met?

DREAM
Capture and inprisonnent are
conditions that do not fall under
the category of ‘harmi, I'’m afraid.
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ROSE
If you succeed in getting your
stuff back, what happens then?

DREAM
I will defeat the Corinthian, and
you will return nmy power.

ROSE

And how would | do that?
DREAM

It should revert back...at the

nonent your |ife ends.

Rose gets up, slanmng the table with her hands.

RCSE
You' re gonna kill ne?!
DREAM
Not until | have to. | wll discuss

it wwth ny siblings, but that is

t he nost probabl e out cone.
(soot hi ngl y)

Death is ny sister, and very

am abl e conpany. You'd like her.

ROSE
| don’t believe this.

DREAM
| amtrying to be fair, Rose. |
could reclaimny tools much faster
if I killed you now.

CORI NTHI AN
(O S., disenbodied voice)
You’ ve al ways been suave with the
| adi es, Dream Lord. ..

A |l arge wi ndow SHATTERS as the Corinthian junps through
l anding in a shower of glass. He's got a bag slung around his
shoul der .

DREAM
Rat her brave of you to cone here.
CORI NTHI AN
And you’'re as arrogant as ever. But
you' Il learn, soon enough.

(sees Rose)
Rose, darling! How are you?
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ROSE
Keep away from ne!

CORI NTHI AN
Quch. That’s sonme way to say hello.

He takes an EYEBALL out of his bag, pops it into his nouth.
Yucky, squi shy noi ses as he chews.

DREAM
G ve back the Ruby, Corinthian
Thi s does not have to end in your
erasure.

CORI NTHI AN
You didn’'t say pl ease.
(to Rose)
Seeing as how he’s gonna kill you,
have you reconsi dered joining nme?

The Corinthian is KNOCKED DOM. Al ex stands over him
wi el ding a table |anp.

ALEX
She ain’t going anywher el

CORI NTHI AN
Thi s your boyfriend, Rose? You have
good taste...such nice eyes..

The Corinthian takes the Ruby out of his bag, and raises it

hi gh. Two small, w nged ni ght mares appear.
CORI NTHI AN
BRUTE! GLOB!
BRUTE & GLOB

You cal | ed?

CORI NTHI AN
The hunan! Get him

Brute and @ ob sink their claws into A ex’s shoul ders,
l[ifting himoff the ground - Alex can’'t fend them off.

DREAM
Rose, give ne your hand. W can
conbi ne our strength.

Rose and Dream | i nk hands, and despite the pain Dreamraises
his other hand out toward the Corinthian.
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DREAM
You were the greatest nightmare |
ever created. But you | eave ne no
choice, Corinthian. | amsorry.

Dream sends a vortex of sand at the Corinthian. The sand
avoids him as if he's surrounded by a barrier. The
Corinthian | aughs. Dreamlets go of Rose’s hand.

CORI NTHI AN
You can’t erase ny existence,
Dream Not while |I have the Ruby.

Brute and A ob carry the scream ng Al ex out of the |arge
br oken wi ndow. The Corinthian takes the Ruby and BLASTS Dr eam
backward, right into the wall. Rose rushes to Dreanis side.

DREAM
Rose. W nust go to my hone. If you
care about Al ex, you nmust wish to
go there. Now.

Dream grabs her hand. Reality CHANGES --

EXT. CASTLE - THE DREAM NG

We're back to the ruins. Mervyn, Nuala and Luci en have
managed to partially rebuild it.

Rose and Dream appear. Rose gasps fromthe overwhel m ng shock
of traveling through The Dream ng. Once she gets a hold of
hersel f, she | ooks around in wonder. Meanwhile, Dream|lets go
of her hand and crunples down to the grey sand.

ROSE
Dr eanf?

Dream rai ses his head.

DREAM
Yes?

ROSE
Just checki ng.
(1 ooks at ruins)
This is your hone?

DREAM
It’'s but a shadow of its forner
sel f.
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ROSE
Uh, yeah... it needs sone serious
renodel i ng.
(turns, serious)
How t he hell does coming here to
this shanbolic disaster zone help
save Al ex?!

DREAM
It doesn’t: it saves you and |I. W
are the only ones who can help him

ROSE
Oh god...Dream is the Corinthian
going to...?

DREAM
Al ex won’t be harned yet. The
Corinthian needs a hostage. One
with eyes, to help himlocate ny
t ool s.

Rose breathes a sigh of relief.

ROSE
kay...we just need to hurry before
t hat changes.

The servants cones rushing to Dreanis side.

LUCI EN
Lord! Good heavens!

DREAM
I"’malright Lucien. It seens |
m sj udged the danger of the waking
wor | d. Agai n.

Rose props Dream up. The servants | ook at her in surprise.
The raven flies up to Rose, peering hard at her.

MATTHEW
Who the hell...Il mean, who’'s the
young | ady?

DREAM

A tenporary inconvenience.
Rose shoots him a | ook.

DREAM
Pl ease prepare roons for us.
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MERVYN
Lord Dream uh...ya see..

DREAM
Oh yes.
(turns to Rose)
I’d be much obliged if you' d
rebuild ny castle.

ROSE
I thought I was the inconveni ence?

Rose lets go of him forcing himto regain his bal ance
hi nsel f. The servants stiffen, looking to Dreamw th fear

DREAM

| did not nmean it that way.
ROSE

Ww t hanks, | feel better now.
DREAM

I’ m gl ad.
ROSE

Jesus! Are you dense?

DREAM
Rose, what is it you want from ne?

MERVYN
(whi spering to Matthew)
Sounds famliar, don't it?

ROSE
Way don’t you just kill me and
rebuild it yourself, oh mghty
‘Dream Lord’ ? That way | don’t have
to be such a damm nui sance to you

Dreamrubs his tenple.

DREAM
| amvery weary, Rose. If you w sh
for an apol ogy, | shall grant you
one: | amsorry.

The servants react - they' re not used to hearing their naster
apol ogi ze to a nortal. A nmoment of silence.
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ROSE
Now that’'s nore like it.

CUT TGO

Rose and Dream stand in the center of the ruins, facing each
ot her.

DREAM
Scul pt the Dreanspace, as if it
were clay. The Dream ng renenbers
the castle, so let it guide you
You shoul d have enough power |eft
fromnme to do it on your own.

ROSE
You nmean when we touched? Wy does
t hat happen, by the way?

DREAM
Because your body tries to absorb
nmy powers. The effect should | essen
as tinme goes on.

Rose | aughs.

DREAM
VWat is it?

ROSE
No, never m nd.

Rose cl oses her eyes: the sand whirls around her.

I NT. CASTLE - DREAM NG

When the dust settles, Rose and Dreamare standing in the
mai n hall, good as new.

DREAM
Excellent. Now, | shall tell you
how to | ocate Al ex.

I NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Alex is tied up in a corner, as the Corinthian sits on the
bed, gazing at the Ruby.

CORI NTHI AN
If you hadn’t raised such a fuss,
it wouldn’t have cone to this.



ALEX
| can’t let you hurt Rose.

CORI NTHI AN
Hurt her? I'’mtrying to help her.
(1 ooks at the ruby)
| am but her faithful servant.

The Ruby gl ows.

ALEX
What are you doi ng?

CORI NTHI AN
Breaki ng down the barrier between
worlds. It’s taking all ny bl oody
life-force to do it though..

ALEX
| don't get it.
CORI NTHI AN
I’mfreeing ny mates back in the

Dr eam ng.

(of f Al ex’s | o0k)
We ni ght mares have our purposes. W
make people face things they don’t
want to see.

A small nonent of silence.

CORI NTHI AN
I was once the nightmare of your
darling Rose’s nmum 20 years ago,
was slated to retire.

(smles)
But | ucky nme, Dream got hinself
capt ur ed.
ALEX

So you started picking on Rose.

CORI NTHI AN
Hel pi ng. Rose had doubts about
marrying that bastard Paul, and for
good reason. | made nyself | ook
like him and scared her silly til
she had the guts to cut him]loose.

ALEX
How ki nd of you.
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CORI NTHI AN
Ah well, it’s ny job. | enjoy it,
and | want to keep doing it.
(pause)
Tell ne where the Pouch is. | gotta

get to the Dreamworl d.
Alex glares at him silent.

CORI NTHI AN
He’ s gonna kill her, you heard him
I mght have trouble saving her if
Dream regai ns his tools.

ALEX
I don’t see any difference between
you and Dream You both want this
‘Dreamwor | d’, and you don’t care
who you hurt to get it.
(enphati c)
I won’t help either of you.

CORI NTHI AN
Tch. Well, | suppose | don’t blane
you for being unreasonable at the
nonent, being tied up and all.

The Corinthian stands up.
CORI NTHI AN
You know what ? Maybe you shoul d
sleep on it.

The Corinthian ainms the jewel at Al ex.

EXT. ALEX S DREAM - DUSK

Alex is hanging off a tall, thin rock spire. He | ooks down:
the spire pierces a bank of clouds. Alex can't see the
bottom but he nust be very high up

Al ex panics - he’'s too afraid to clinmb down.

MEANVWHI LE

Rose and Dream wal k in through a dinensional door. Rose
realizes she’'s stepped into nothing, falls. Dream grabs her
by the wai st.

DREAM
Car ef ul .
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ROSE
Thanks.
(1 ooks around)
Where are we?

DREAM
Al ex’s dream | suspect.

ROSE
Good. Then he shoul d be around
here, somewhere.

They soar a few nonents, over the clouds.

ROSE
Say, Dreanf You know what Freud
sai d about dreanms of flying? It
nmeans you' re really dream ng about
havi ng sex.

DREAM
I ndeed? Tell nme then, what does it
mean when you dream of having sex?

Rose smiles. Then she gasps, spotting sonething.

ROSE
Look, there he isl!

She points out Alex, clinging to the spire.

DREAM
| see him

Dream and Rose swoop in close to Al ex.

ALEX
H hel p ne!!

ROSE
Grab ny hand, Al ex.

H's hands slips a little - he’s got a precarious grip.

ALEX
| can't...

ROSE
Yes you can. It’s just a dream

Rose | ooks at Dream and he nods. Rose takes a tentative step
out - her foot holds in place. She lets go of Dream



Al ex just
over to hi

Dreami sn’

ROSE
See? Just believe it.

hugs the spire tighter, teeth chattering.

m and pulls at him

ROSE

C non...trust nel
ALEX

Stop! No, don’t do that! 1’1l fall
ROSE

Then you' || land on those nice, big

cotton-balls down there.

ALEX
Those are cl ouds, Rosel!

ROSE
Cartoon cl ouds. The solid kind.

ALEX
The mass of precipitation kind! |
paid attention in science class!

ROSE
Dream help ne!

t | ooking at them- he’ s | ooking up.
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Rose goes

Rose follows his gaze to a pretty young-| ooki ng GOTH wonman,

standing on the very tip of the spire,

t hem

bent over to watch

She has wild black hair and pale skin |like Dream and an ankh
pendant around her neck. The nakeup on one eye resenbles the
Eye of Horus. She’s DEATH

She waves.

DREAM
Death is here. W don’t have nuch
tine.
(to Al ex)
Wul d you kindly tell nme where the
Pouch is?

ALEX
Go to hell!
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ROSE
What ' re you doi ng? Hel p nme save
hi m
(to Al ex)
Tell hi mwhere the Pouch is!

Al ex softens as he | ooks into her eyes.

ALEX
My ex, Rachel...l think she stole
it...

Alex’s hand slips again, and this tinme he keeps sliding. Rose
cries out, grabbing for his hand, but he’'s falling too fast.

He sinks into the abyss.

ROSE
(screani ng)
No! !

I NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Al ex stunbles to his feet, not tied up anynore. He | ooks over
hi nmsel f in amazenent.

ALEX
Still alive...

FEMALE VO CE
Mm I|'mafraid not.

Al ex turns. He sees Death standing there, smling.

DEATH
Hey there. 1’ m Deat h.

Al ex | ooks down: his body lies slunped over on the floor.

DEATH
Your heart stopped, when you fel
in the dream

ALEX
Sol'm..?

DEATH
Uh- huh. As a dodo.
(takes his hand)
Let’ s hang out at ny house.
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Dream and Rose appear am dst a storm of dreansand. Rose sees
Alex’s lifeless body, and his transparent soul being | ed away
by Deat h.

ALEX (SOUL)

Rose. . .
ROSE

Al ex, get away from her!

(to Death)

What did you do to hinP!
CORI NTHI AN

It’s too late |l ove. He' s dead.

She turns: the Corinthian still sits on the edge of the bed.

CORI NTHI AN

Dream got what he wanted and then
| et himdrop. He does that to
everyone, eventually.

Rose | ooks at Dreamw th angry tear-filled eyes.

ROSE
Dream..is that so?

DEATH
Corinthian, stop it. Dream couldn’t
have saved him That’s why | was

sunmmoned.
CORI NTHI AN

No. You cane to watch, Death

(to Rose)
The norbid little witch |oves this
stuff.
Rose is still looking at Dream - he stares at the floor.

CORI NTHI AN

Thi nk about what |’ve said Rose:

are you really on the correct side?
(raises the jewel)

Ta.

The Corinthian di sappears. Sil ence.
DEATH

Don’t believe anything the
Cori nt hi an says.
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ROSE
Shut up, bitch
(goes up to Al ex)
|'"mso sorry..

ALEX (SOUL)
It’s okay. Rose, don't cry. I'1I
wait for you, wherever | go.

Rose nods, crying.

ROSE
I love you.

Alex smles. Death | eads himaway, a sad | ook in her eyes,
and they disappear in a flurry of black feathers. Rose stands
there a few nonents, stunned. She turns to Dream

ROSE
How coul d you?!

DREAM
I’msorry for your |oss, Rose.

ROSE
That’s all you have to say?!

Rose goes up to himand smacks himacross the face. Dream
doesn’t deflect or dodge.

RCSE
Damm you!!

Rose’ s voi ce chokes, grief overcom ng her anger. She falls to
the floor, sobbing. Dream watches her, uncertain what to do.

CUT TGO

I NT. CAR - DAY

Rose pulls a sleeping driver out of his car, and takes his
pl ace. Dream stands on the other side of the door, waiting to
be let in.

ROSE
You’ re not goi ng anywhere dressed
i ke that.

Dream TRANSFORMS - his cloak and ot her strange garnents are
repl aced by a regular coat and pants.
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DREAM
Is this better?

Rose presses the button, unlocking the door. Dreamgets in.

DREAM
Do you know where Rachel is?

ROSE
(nods)
W were friends. Sort of.

As they drive off, the sun is setting.

I NT. RACHEL' S BEDROOM - DUSK

Curtains flutter. The dimlight froma windowis the only
source of light in the room

On a dresser is a picture of Rachel and Al ex together. She's
dressed for a night on the town, and gl ow ng as she | ooks at
an enbarrassed but smling Al ex.

Next to the picture is --

The Pouch, laying on its side with sone of its contents
spilled. A weak, raspy voice sings:

FEMALE VA CE
Dr eam dr eam dr eeeam . . whenever |
want you. ..

A shrivel ed hand reaches toward the sand, fingering it with
ragged, yellow nails ..

FEMALE VA CE
Al | have to do...is...dreeeam..

EXT. RACHEL’ S HOUSE - NI GHT

Rose and Dream approach Rachel’s perfectly ordi nary-I| ooking
suburban honme. Dream opens the door with a wave of his hand.

Rose wal ks past him but he lays a hand gently on her pajana-
covered shoul der, stopping her.

DREAM
Rose...this place is not safe for
you. Things are free in this house
t hat shoul d not be | oose upon the
earth.
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ROSE
Why doesn’t that surprise ne?

Rose shrugs off his hand and goes inside. He sighs, and
follows her into --

I NT. RACHEL’ S HOUSE

There’s mail on the floor, fromthe nmail slot. Rose |ooks
concerned, but presses on. The house is dark, foreboding.

She goes up the stairs, places her hand on the banister -
there’ s somet hi ng oozy there. She yanks her hand off.

ROSE
Yechh. .

Suddenly Rose is --

EXT. SKY - N GHT
-- falling fast through clouds...she can see a city below, a

hundred tw nkling lights, and she’s headed straight for it.
She flails, and screanms... and Dream appears above.

He’s falling too, reaching out to her --

DREAM
Rose!

I NT. RACHEL’S HOVE - NI GHT
-- Rose gasps as she comes back to reality. She's sweating.

ROSE
Al ex!!

She turns, and sees Dream | ooking at her inploringly.

DREAM
Are you alright?

ROSE
I’mfine...just a dream..no. It’s
never ‘just a dream, is it?

DREAM
No. Here |l ess than other places...
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Dreamrai ses his hand, and creates an orb of light. Rose
| ooks at the banister: it’'s covered in a disgusting, greenish-
red pul sati ng mass.

She noves aside and lets Dreamgo first, follow ng right on
hi s heel s.

I NT. 2ND FLOOR HALLWAY - RACHEL’ S HOUSE - N GHT

More of the mass...and it seens even nore alive. Armlike
tendrils stretch across the hallway. Little BLOB faces shift
in the mass as wel | .

ROSE
Rachel ? Are you there?

A dozen little voi ces whisper back, simnultaneously:

BLOB 1
Leave. . .|l eave here. ..

BLOB 2
Do not disturb her...

BLOB 3
She is ours...

One of the bl obs oozes out to | ook at Rose.

ROSE
Get away! We're going to see
Rachel !
BLOB 1
Fool i sh neat things...
BLOB 2
Hear it posture?
BLOB 3
Hear it threaten?
DREAM
Let us through.
BLOBS
(i n unison)
Master...?
DREAM

You have far exceeded your bounds,
ni ght mar es.



The little voices start wailing, panicked.

DREAM
I shall clean this up. Please
conti nue on

Rose nods and heads down the hallway, as the bl obs’

and pleas for nercy all mngle together.

BLOB 1
We t hought you | ong gone master..

BLOBS
Yes yes...spare us...

Rose goes through the door at the end of the hall..

EXT. RACHEL' S DREAM - DAY
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apol ogi es

...and finds herself in an unfamliar |andscape. It’'s a
sunny, beautiful trail in the woods. Rachel is sitting under

a tree.

ROSE
Rachel ... ?

Rachel 1 ooks up

RACHEL
Rosie...l haven't seen you in such
along tine...

ROSE
Yeah. .. Rachel, | have to ask you

sonet hi ng. You have a Pouch. Ful
of sand, right?

Rachel * s expressi on darkens.

RACHEL

| dunno what you’'re tal king about.
ROSE

| know it's here. | need it.

Rachel gets to her feet. She | aughs, |ike a hyena.

RACHEL
O course...everyone wants it...you
can’'t have it, it’'s mne
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ROSE
[’mjust trying to help.

RACHEL
No, he sent you didn’'t he? He wants
it back...

ROSE

Who, Dreanf? You know of hinf

RACHEL
Al ex! He always...he wants to give
it to you, doesn’t he? He wants to
share everything with you, he
al ways did. ..

ROSE
No, he...l need to give the Pouch
back to its original owner. The
Ki ng of Dreans.

Rachel steps back. Reality SH FTS. ..

Rose finds herself in the mddle of a vast ocean. It’'s
st orm ng.

RACHEL
(V.0)
It was a dark and stormny
ni ght mare. .

Rose struggles to keep her head above water. The waves crash
down on her, forcing her under.

Rose sinks. She grasps toward the surface, but she continues
sinking into the depths.

Rose cl oses her eyes.

ROSE
(V.0)
It’s a dream | can nake it
what ever | want. Scul pt the
dreanscape |ike clay...

The water swirls around Rose’s form She brings her fists
down - a mountain of rock shoots upward fromthe sea fl oor
pushi ng her up --

-- and past the surface. Rose |ooks around: nothing in sight.

ROSE
You can’t hide fromne, Rachel!
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Reality shifts again. Now she’s on the slopes of a snow
covered nount ai n.

The ground shakes. Rose | ooks and sees an AVALANCHE com ng
down at her. Rose starts running, but the snow and rocks
tunbl e over her.

When the debris settles, Rachel, wapped in a fur coat wal ks
over the fresh snow. She smles.

Suddenly, a hand shoots up fromunder the snow, grabbing
Rachel s ankl e. Rachel shrieks, as Rose pulls herself up.

ROSE
G ve it back.

RACHEL
(sobbi ng)
You' re ruining ny dream | have
such |l ovely dreans...except he's
never there...l want to see him..

ROSE
Pl ease. Alex wouldn’t want you to
be like this.
Rachel falls against Rose’s shoul der.
ROSE
You need to wake up.
I NT. RACHEL' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Rose finds herself in Rachel’s bedroom
RACHEL
(09
Rosie...?
Rose | ooks in horror at --

RACHEL

On the bed. Naked and corpse |like, green spots of necrosis
all over her skin. Rose covers her nouth, stifling a cry.

Behi nd her, Dream cones into the room

ROSE
Dream | ook. ..
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DREAM
| see. The sand was the only thing
keepi ng her alive.

RACHEL
(groans)
It...hurts...

DREAM
Where is the Pouch?

Rose | ooks around. The Pouch is no |longer on the dresser. In
its place is an envel ope.

ROSE
VWhat's this...?

Rose bends to pick it up, but Dreamgets it first. He opens
it, and pulls out a letter.

DREAM
It’s fromthe Corinthian. We're too
| at e.

Rachel turns in the bed, groaning. Dreamturns the envel ope
over into his hand - there’ s sand inside.

ROSE
W can’t | eave her like this.

Dream | ooks at Rachel

DREAM
Il will take care of it.

Rose heads out, gl ancing behind her shoul der. Dream sprinkles
t he sand on Rachel, who stops tossing and turning.
EXT. RACHEL' S DREAM - DAY

Rachel , as her young beautiful self, |ooks bew |dered. She's
sitting on a park bench. A man approaches her.

MAN
H there, | ove.

She | ooks up. It’s-

RACHEL
Al ex!

Alex pulls her up, smling too. He enbraces her tightly.
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RACHEL
Did you mss ne?

ALEX
Nah.

RACHEL
Bast ar d.

Rachel and Alex wal k off on the park trail, holding hands.

On the park bench, Death watches them She sml es.

I NT. RACHEL'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

In reality, Dream pulls the sheet over Rachel, covering her.

I NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT

The hallway is now clear of the blobs, as if they were never
t here.

DREAM
It is done.

Rose nods.

EXT. ROSE'S HOUSE - NI GHT

Rose heads to the nei ghboring house. She kneels by the door,
and sand filters out fromthe bottominto her hand. Dreamis

still behind her, keeping his distance.
ROSE
I"’msorry we didn’t get the Pouch
back.
DREAM

(shakes head)
The Corinthian was here before we
left the hotel. It was folly to
think we could make it in tine.

I NT. CASTLE - THE DREAM NG

Rose and Dream reappear in the castle. Rose stunbles, caught
by Dream He | ooks at her face - she’s fainted.
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Mervyn and Nual a rush over to them |ifting Rose out of
Dreanis arns.

NUALA
Is something the matter with her?
DREAM
Just tired, | think. Take her to
her room
MERVYN

Sure thing, boss.

Mervyn and Nual a carry her off. Matthew the raven flies onto
Dreanm s shoul der.

MATTHEW
It’s cute how she swoons around you
now.

Dream gi ves him a | ook.

MATTHEW
So uh, where's the Pouch?

Dream brushes himoff his shoul der. Matthew squawks in

i ndi gnati on.

| NT. GALLERY - DREAM NG

Dream wal ks into a room where franmed objects are displayed on
the walls - a book, and ankh, a mrror, a heart, and a
painting of swirling color. There are two enpty franmes - they
are between the ankh and the mrror.

Dream pi cks up the book, which is chained to the frane.

DREAM
DESTINY. | stand in ny gallery and
I hold your sigil. WIIl you answer

me?

I NT. DESTINY'S GARDEN - DAY

A labyrinthine, Gecian villa style garden. The w ndi ng,
i nnunerabl e paths are lined with hedges. Parts of Destiny's
garden are pristine, while other sections resenble ruins.

Destiny, a man in a hooded cloak, carries a |arge, thick book
as he wal ks through his realm A chain dangles fromhis
wist: he's chained to the Book of Fate.
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Destiny enters his Gallery, where the very same ‘portraits’
of the ENDLESS are displayed. He | ooks at the frane after the
ankh, through which he can see Dreanis face.

DESTI NY
What do you seek, brother?

BACK | N THE DREAM NG
In the frame where the book once was, Destiny' s face energes.
DREAM

I wish to ask your advice. Mny
t hi ngs have happened since | was

i mprisoned. ..l nust reclaimny
hel et before | can face the
Cor i nt hi an.

DESTI NY

I cannot hel p you recl ai myour
tools. It is not ny place.

Dream | owers his eyes.

DREAM
.1 see.

DESTI NY
About this nortal girl, Rose-

DREAM
She is no problem

DESTI NY
You know what cones of the union
between a nortal and an Endl ess.

DREAM
Yes. You have warned ne.

DESTI NY
The power is not destined to be
shared. If you do not take action
soon, Rose will becone the Endl ess
and you the nortal.

DREAM
| am awar e.

Destiny’s inmage fades. Dreamrepl aces the book in its frane.
He | ooks at the ankh, decides to skip it. He goes to the
mrror, and places his hands on it.
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DREAM
DESPAIR. | stand in ny gallery and
I hold your sigil. WIIl you answer?

EXT. DESPAIR S REALM

Despair’s realmis a blank, enpty mst. Countless mrrors
hang suspended in the air. Rats scurry on the grey stone
floor. One of themis snagged by a HOK

Despair pulls the hook in and grabs the rat up into her fist.
She i s naked, pasty, and grossly overweight. Her hair is a
tangl ed mess on top of her head. Her eyes are broodi ng and
bl oodshot, and her teeth are tusks.

She | ooks up, as if she hears sonething. She drops the rat
and approaches one of her mrrors.

BACK | N THE DREAM NG

DREAM
Sister. Do you know where ny hel net
is?
DESPAI R
No.
DREAM
Ah.
DESPAI R

You shoul d give up

DREAM
That’ s not an option, sister.

DESPAI R
It’s always an option. Let the
Corinthian have the Dream ng. G ve
up your dreans of reclaimng your
pl ace. Dreans are not hing.

DREAMS
Dreans are nothing, sister? Wthout
dreans, there could be no despair.

Despair snorts, and turns away fromthe mrror. Her inage
f ades.

Dream goes to the next frame: a heart, nmade of red crystal.
He lifts it up.
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I NT. DESIRE'S REALM

Desire’s real mlooks |like the inside of a human body. Desire
hi nsel f (or herself, as he is both) sits on a bed that | ooks
i ke a kidney.

The androgyne | ooks up at Dreanmis portrait, and flashes a
cruel grin framed by red |ips.

DESI RE
Dream is that you? | haven't seen
you in twenty years. You stil
remenber nme, don’t you? OF course
you do.

A young girl bounces onto the kidney, |ooks up at Dream She
has wi | d, rainbow colored hair, a strange coat, and torn
fi shnet stockings/gloves. One eye is green, the other blue.

YOUNG G RL
Dr EEAan? yQu’' re bAck, Chh my gGsh
yOU re bAckk...a | Ong | ooong tlne,
YAY! Do yoU renEnbER nE t o0O?

Her voice is garbled, |like she's speaking underwater.

DREAM
DELI RI uMm?

DELI Rl UM
ThAt's Myself. ME. | wAnt tO SEE
yQu, | nEAn, REally skEe yQu, YCQu
knOw...nQx | 1ke thls seElng youu..

DREAM
Just a nonent. | have business with
Desire.

DESI RE

Is this about your little affair
and its nmessy ending? |I'’mafraid
you managed to screw that one up
all on your own.

(smles)
Though | did find it extrenely
anmusi ng.

Dream bri st es.

DREAM
No. It concerns ny helnet. Do you
know where it is?
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Desire puts a cigarette in his nouth, uses a heart-shaped
lighter on it. Deliriumplays with colorful butterflies.

DESI RE
I didn't take it. Such an ugly
thing, after all.

DREAM
"’ mnot accusing you. |I'm

DELI Rl UM
I wAnnA gO skEE ny brOTHer aNd pl Ay
all dAy with hIimiN the...um whAt’s-
it-cAlled ‘Dreaming’ thAt's
right...Is thAt o-kAy? it’s okAy
riiight, DrEAn®?

DREAM
No, Deliriuml!| don’t have tine-

DELI Rl UM
I 1Gst sOre tlnme, oNce...al wAys
fQund In the | Ast plAce | | OCk for
lt. i dOn't...like thAt...nO At
aLL.

(si ng-songy)
I’ m coo-mming tO pl Ay. ..
BACK I N THE DREAM NG

Deliriumpops out of the swirly portrait, nulti-colored frogs
coming with her. She throws her arns around Dream nearly
knocki ng hi m over.

DELI RI UM
YAYHOO Br &t hEr!'!

Dream pulls her off of him

DREAM
Go back to your realm

Delirium | ooks at him heartbroken.
DELI Rl UM
DREAM
I have things | nust do.

DELI Rl UM
Ohh. CkAy. Um WE I ...
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Deliriumstarts to cry.

DELI Rl UM
I knEwit... thAt yOU d wAnt tO bE
aLL hOrrible tO nE...yQU al wAys are
trYing tOgEt rid of nE...aNd iT's
nQ jUst yOU eithEr...

DREAM
Delirium..

Dreamcreates a tissue and hands it to Delirium She bl ows
into it, hard. She offers it back, rainbow colored snot and
all .

DREAM
Keep it.

DELI Rl UM
I wAs gOng tO bE soo gOQd, cuz |
knEw yOU d bE IiKe thls iF i wAsn't
aNd nOv it’s aLL a nEss. | sEE hOw
iTiS ..1"I1 gO bEinmyY rEAImif
yoOU wAnt nE. If anYone wAnts nE. ..

Deliriumturns back to her portrait.

DREAM
["’mnot angry with you. |’ msorry.
You can stay, if you w sh.

Deliriumlooks at himw th suspicion.

DELI Rl UM
YoU re mAking fUn of nE, i knOwit.
YQU never apd QOgi ze. YQOU pr Et End
yoOU knOw st Uff | dOn’t knOw t hAt
mAkes st UFf yQU dO okAy.

DREAM
| meant it. Go to the dining hall
and ask TARAM S for sonmething to
eat .

Deliriuminstantly brightens and ski ps away, hunmm ng. Dream
turns to Desire’s portrait.

DESI RE
Now t hat you' re baby-sitting the
little headache, | feel | owe you

one: go ask ORPHEUS. He' |l know.

Dreanis face falls. Then it hardens.
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DREAM
I like being nmade fun of |ess than
Delirium

DESI RE
Ah well, just a suggestion. | know
you don’t want to visit your son,
but then again...l could always

make you want to. Like butterflies
to a flane.

DREAM
You nean not hs.

I N DESI RE' S REALM

Deliriums butterflies float around him Desire opens the
lighter, and a butterfly floats right into the flane. It
burns to a crisp.

DESI RE
(smles)
Butterflies.

Desire | ooks up: Dreanmis image is gone fromthe portrait.
Desire chuckles to hinself.

I NT. DI NING HALL - CASTLE - DREAM NG

Rose wanders, bleary-eyed, into the dining hall. She | ooks
somewhat | ost, and m serabl e.

She spots Deliriumsquirmng at the table, as a servant with
| arge eyes and long curling whiskers, Taram's, approaches.

DELI Rl UM
HAve yOU gO anY lIlttle m Lk
chCcA Ate pEOpl e? AbQUt thrEE
i nchES hlgh, gUys and glrls, filLed
with rAspbERRy cr EAm ..

TARAM S
Very good ma' am And to drink?

DELI Rl UM
Fr ESH mAngO j Ul ce, pl EEze.

Taram s nods and heads off. Rose wal ks cl oser to the table,
and Deliriumtakes notice of her.

DELI Rl UM
H yAl WO re yoU?



ROSE
I'" m Rose.

DELI Rl UM
I'm uM DElirlUm Ilttle slstER
O DrEAm ActUAIY aLL the Endl Ess.

Deliriumgets up fromthe table and runs over to Rose.

| ooks her over, |ike sonme fascinating scul pture.
DELI Rl UM
YoUre DrEAmM s glrlifrlEnd, rlght?
ROSE
No, |'m not.
DELI Rl UM

Uh-hUn. I'mnOQ aLL t OgEt hEr i
know, i uskd tO bE and nOw I'm nCt.
BUt i stilLL, uM KnOw thlngs.
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She

Deliriumtakes her hand and pulls her over to the table.

DELI Rl UM
SIt nExt to nE, o-kAy? WE're gQ ng
t O bE bEst Est oF frl Ends.

Taram s reappears, with the tray of chocol ate peopl e.

DELI Rl UM

Oh | OCkI E!' ThEY' ve aLL gO Ilttle

eyEbr Ons. . .
TARAM S

(to Rose)

Wul d you |ike sonething, mss?
ROSE

Oh. Uh... oatneal ?

Delirium nmakes a rude noi se.

DELI Rl UM
YoU cAn hAve anYthlng yOU cAn thlnk
oF, rEAIlY. 1'Ve spEnt dAys n’ dAys
mAkling Up fl AvOs oF ice crEAm
nCbQdY's EAtEn, |iKe chlckEn aNd
t El EphOne ice crEAm .. hAve yQU evEr
dOne thAt?
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Not really.
(to Taram s)
Cat neal woul d be fine. Thanks.

Al nrost out of nowhere, Dreamenters and sits down.

DREAM
A light salad and a glass of white
wine for ne, Tarams.

TARAM S
As you wll, sir.
Taram s | eaves.
DELI Rl UM
ThEre yOQU aRE, Dr EAm ..
DREAM
Hel | o.
(to Rose)
| hope she is not bothering you.
ROSE
Ch no, not at all.
DELI Rl UM
VErY gOQd frlEnds, nE n” RCse.
DREAM
VWonderful. Rose, | believe |I’'ve
found a lead in our search for the
hel met -
DELI Rl UM

(reproving)
SHe's mch pREttI Er thAn the
glrifrlEnd bEfOre. ThAt oNe wAs
nEAn. | wish sHE hAd bUgs crAw I ng
on hEr fOrEvEr aNd evEr. ..

DREAM
Delirium You're m staken: Rose is
nerely a guest, nothing nore.
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Taram s places food and wine in front of Dream Delirium

forgets they were tal king, and plays with the chocol ate

peopl e.

DEL| Rl UM
FIRst i blte thEIr |1iTTl e hAnds
oFF, and thEn thElr |iTTle nGCsES. ..
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ROSE
(to Drean
You' ve had wonen stay at the castle

bef or e?
Dream | ooks unconfortabl e, nods.

ROSE
Mortal wonmen?

DELI Rl UM
YeAh, prETTY nch nOstlY. .. excEpt
fO fAErl E quEEns and gOddESSes aNd-

DREAM
Delirium please.
(to Rose)
Is there a reason you are pursuing
t he subject?

ROSE
Just curious...is it painful to
tal k about?

DREAM
| ndeed.

ROSE
I"msorry. How did she die?

DREAM
She' s not dead.
(stares into wi ne gl ass)
She deci ded she no | onger |oved ne.

ROSE.
Oh.

Rose | ooks at himw th synpathy. Silence. Deliriumtakes two
of the chocol ate people, a man and a wonan, and snooshes them
t oget her.

DELI R UM
LOCk, thEY're mAking O Ove...K-1-S
S-1-NG ..

Rose gets red. Dreamis fingers tighten over his w ne gl ass.

DREAM
Stop that.
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DELI Rl UM
SOrY...Un thEY wEREn't rEAIIY
kl sslng. ThEY wEre uM .. sqUl dgl ng.
Yechhy, klIsslng...

Deliriumdrops the chocol ate people, only to realize they've
come to life...copulating desperately on the plate.

Delirium sheepish, takes her napkin and discreetly covers
t hem

Anot her silence. Dreamgets up fromthe table. Rose goes with
him Deliriumlooks puzzled, then bounces off her chair.

DELI RI UM
HeY, wAit fO nE

I NT. MAIN HALL - CASTLE

ROSE
So. This ‘lead you nentioned...?
DREAM
We shall ask O pheus.
ROSE
Al right. Who's he?
DREAM
My son.
DELI Rl UM
(1'icking chocol ate off her
fingers)

Onh yEAh, aNd nlJses. CAIliQpe's hi S
nXx hEr. | wAnnA gO seEE O phEUs t OO

I mEAn tALk aLsO nQt jUst siEE. CAn
i ?

DREAM
If you nust.

The three of themexit the castle.
EXT. CASTLE - DREAM NG - ETERNAL TW LI GHT

Rose and Dream join hands. Deliriumoffers one of her nessy
ones - Rose can't conceal her disgust |ooking at it.

Deliriumlicks her hand, wipes it on her coat, and offers it
again. Rose resigns her hand to its fate.

Sand whirls around them
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EXT. CLIFF- GREEK | SLAND - DAWN

An old, balding man with a | ong beard, ANDRCS, clinbs up
stone steps, carved in the face of a cliff. He gets to the
top, rests his hands on his knees, breathing hard.

The top of the cliff is beautiful - w ndswept cherry trees
and an old, white marble pavilion. Fromthe arch of the
pavilion's entry-way, a younger man w th dreadl ocks and a gun
goes over to help him

YOUNGER MAN
Papa, you're getting too old to be
doi ng this.

ANDROCS

Nonsense.

(waves him off)
My father nmade the trek every
nmorning until he was 80.

Younger man just smles.

ANDROS
How was he tonight?

YOUNGER MAN
He slept for a few hours. Then he
wanted to | ook at the noon. And now
he sl eeps once nore.

ANDROCS
Good, good. Go down and eat, KRIS.
Get sonme sleep. See you at dusk

They switch places - Andros' destination is the pavilion,
while Kris clinbs down the stone steps.

I NT. PAVILION - DAWN

We see a pale face, closely resenbling Dreams... O pheus. He
opens his eyes - they are grey and seem contenpl ative. He
hears the old man's f oot steps.

ORPHEUS
Good norni ng.

ANDROS
And to you, lord. Kris thought you
wer e asl eep
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ORPHEUS
No, merely thinking. Please
Chrestos, the East window. |'d |ike
to see the sun rise.
PULL BACK TO SHOW
ORPHEUS

Is a disenbodi ed head, on a table next to a fl ower vase.

ANDRGCS
" m Andros, |ord.
ORPHEUS
Did | say...? I'msorry. | was

t hi nki ng of your father.

Andros picks up the head and places it on the window sill.

ANDROS
G andf at her.
ORPHEUS
Ah, I'"mgrowing forgetful... a good

thing that ny conpany is not the
reason for your diligence.

ANDRGCS
Then what is?
ORPHEUS
The song.
ANDRGCS
(i ndi gnant)

That's not the only reason. You're
a good friend.

ORPHEUS
But you'd still like the song.
ANDROS
...1f your lordship would grace ne
withit.
O pheus smi | es.
ORPHEUS

Today will prove an unusual day.

He opens his nouth and SINGS, softly and wonderfully.
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EXT. BEACH - DAY

Kris reaches the bottom of the steps. Nearby is a hamock
strung up between two trees, where a young boy sleeps. Kris
| ooks at his son fondly, and goes into a BEACH SHACK.

Bef ore he can even get inside, sand whirls against his back.
He turns around w de-eyed, seeing -

DREAM ROSE AND DELI RI UM

Standing there. Kris raises his gun, pointing it at them

ROSE
Whoa, easy!

KRI S
Stay where you are! How did you get
her e?

ROSE

We cane through your son's dream

DREAM
We hope you don't m nd.

DELI Rl UM
I m Nd...shOUld ve tAKEn tHe cAr, i
thiNK. 1"ma rEAIlY gOX driVER. ..

KRI S
There are no roads that | ead here,
little girl.

DELI Rl UM

| mEAnt a flYing cAr, i'mnQ
stUpid yOU knOw. . .

ROSE
Just put the gun down. W' re not
here to cause trouble.

DREAM
I have conme here to speak with ny
son. | believe he is here. Please

lead me to him

KRI S
Your son?

DREAM
O pheus.
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Kris | owers the gun.
I NT. TOP OF THE CLI FF - DAY
The four of them approach the pavilion. Rose | ooks over at

Dream - he's | ooking at the ground, and appears to be deeply
di st ur bed.

ROSE

Sonet hi ng wrong, Drean?
DREAM

No. | amin fine spirits.
ROSE

You' re shivering.

Dream pull's his cloak tighter around him Rose places her
hand on his shoulder. He can see in her face he hasn't
convi nced her.

DREAM
| gave ny word | would not cone
her e.

ROSE
To O pheus?

DREAM
To nysel f.
(pause)
I"'mafraid I'll have to ask the two
of you to stay outsi de.

ROSE
Al right.

DELI Rl UM
BuT I wAnt tO seE hiM hE' s
nY...cOUsi N? No, nEphEw | wknt tO

hi S wEddi Ng. . .
ROSE
(to Delirium
W' ||l see himlater. Let's go play.
Those trees | ook nice, don't they?
DELI Rl UM
YoU wAnt tO pl AY...? WWOw.
(grins)

NObQdY evEr aSKs tO pl AY wi TH nE. ..

Dream gi ves Rose a faint-hearted smle of gratitude.



67.

Kris yells into the pavilion

KRI S
Papa! We've got conpany!

Kris waves Dreamon - he goes inside. Deliriumruns off for
the trees, and Rose follows her.

I NT. PAVI LI ON
Andros, sitting in a chair, |ooks puzzl ed.

ANDROCS
Who are you?

ORPHEUS
He’s nmy father, Andros. |’ve been
expecting him

Andros takes his | eave, nuttering:

ANDROS
You warned ne today woul d be
unusual . ..you didn't say how

much. . .
The two are al one. Father and son. A long silence passes.

ORPHEUS
Do you renmenber what you |last told
me, father? “Your life is your own.
Your death, |ikew se. Farewell. W
shall not neet again.”

DREAM
| believe | said sonething |like
t hat, vyes.
ORPHEUS
Those were your exact words. | have
had plenty of tine to think on
t hem
DREAM
At the tinme, | neant it.
ORPHEUS
You have changed, since the old
days.
DREAM

| doubt it.
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Dream goes over to the window sill, and lifts up O pheus’
head. He places himback on the table, facing him
DREAM
I have sonething to ask of you.
ORPHEUS
Your helmet. | will tell you where

to find it. But before that, you
must prom se to do sonmething in
return.

Dream turns away from him

ORPHEUS
You know what | ask.

DREAM
Yes. How |l wish it were otherw se.

EXT. TOP OF THE CLI FF - DAY

Dream wanders out of the pavilion - a weary shadow. Rose,
sitting against a tree with Deliriumtugging at her arm
rises as she sees him

ROSE
Dr eanf?

He turns, slowy.

DREAM
| have the informati on we need.

Del i rium appears besi de Rose.
DELI Rl UM
DID...iT. Un | dUnnO. CoST yQU
anYt hl Ng mAYbE?

DREAM
It cost ne a great deal.

Dream avoi ds Rose's eyes, wal ks and di sappears behind the
pavi | ion.

Rose takes Deliriunis hand.

ROSE
C nmon, let’s go.
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BEHI ND THE PAVI LI ON

Dreamsits down on a boulder, a |oaf of bread in his hands.
He tears off pieces and lets themfall in front of several
eager pigeons.

Death wal ks up to him casually, and sits down on the grass
beside him She waits a few nonents.

DEATH
Have you watched Mary Poppi ns?

DREAM
Mary Poppi ns?

DEATH
Yeah. You've seen it right? There's
this song she sings...
(sings)
' Feeeed the birds, toppins a bag-'

DREAM

No. | cannot say | have.
DEATH

You really ought to - it's

supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!
Y' know, great. Wonderful. Peachy
keen!

Death smles, but Dreamjust hangs his head again and tears
of f nore bread pieces.

DEATH
Maybe not everybody's thing, but
y' know. Cute.
(sighs)
Dreanf? Are you alright? What are
you feeling?

DREAM
I feel 1ike nothing.

DEATH
I don’t believe you. Your son’s
gone now, it’'d be natural to nourn

DREAM
You m sunderstand. My realmis no
| onger under ny control. My power
is scattered.

( MORE)
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DREAM cont ' d)
I no longer have the resolve to

kill Rose. What will | be, when I
am no | onger Dreanf

DEATH
Dream let ne tell you sonething.
And I'"monly going to say it once,
SO you' d better pay attention

Death takes the | oaf of bread out of his hands.

DEATH
You are utterly the stupidest, nost
sel f-centered excuse for an
ant hr oponor phi ¢ personi fication on
this or any other plane!

She throws the |loaf of bread at him |t bounces off his head.

DEATH
Feeling all sorry for yourself,
because your little ganme m ght be
over, and you don't have the...the
balls to go find a new one! Didn't
it occur to you that 1'd be worried
silly about you?

DREAM
| didn't think -

DEATH
That's exactly it, you never think.
You' re ny brother, you | umox! I
care about you no matter what you
are. And you know what? So does
Rose.

I NT. LOFT - BEACH SHACK - NI GHT

Deliriumis fast asleep on a cot, nunbling sonething

i ncoherent and twi tching every so often. Rose, next to her,
is not. She gets up, and goes down the | adder.

She passes Andros in a chair, snoring.

EXT. BEACH - N GHT

Rose wal ks barefoot on the sand, w apping her arns around
hersel f agai nst the cool night breeze.

Dreamis just ahead, standing and | ooking toward the ocean -
he's wearing his cloak.
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He renoves and places his boots on the rocks, and wades into
the water a bit. She goes up behind him He's aware of her

presence.

DREAM
Unabl e to sl eep?

ROSE
Yeah.

DREAM

| amable to fix that, if you w sh
it.

ROSE
No, uh...it's a self-inposed
i nsommi a. No of fense, but | have a
t hi ng agai nst sl eep.

DREAM
Mm | understand. It has al ways
seened ironic to ne, that those who
fear Death’'s real mshould travel so
confidently in mne.
(pause)
Do you find ne call ous, Rose?

ROSE
| don't know

DREAM
| have lived for thousands of hunman
lifetimes, and seen countl ess

worl ds. | suppose certain things
are easier to accept if one does
not care.

ROSE

I think you do. Care.

DREAM
You woul d say that, even after what
happened to Al ex?

Dream | ooks at her a | ong nonment, distressed.

ROSE
It doesn't matter now.
(pause)
I don't know what it’s like to be
you. How can | possibly judge?
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DREAM
Your powers are growi ng. Very
shortly, you will know exactly what
it is like.

ROSE
Real | y? Because | was wondering. ..
if maybe it was possible for us to
rule the Dreaming together...?

DREAM
Is that what you would wi sh for?

ROSE
Sure, why not? | have nothing |eft
here. Alex...he was the last...

Rose stops, her voice trenbling. She tries to brighten
ROSE
Think about it, | could give you a
break from your duties sonetines.

DREAM
| do not need a break.

Dream turns away again, violently.

DREAM
(har sh)
You think...that being an Endl ess
will nmake your life nore
fulfilling?
ROSE
Well, | don't know |'m kinda

getting used to it.

Dream covers his face with his hand. Rose goes very close to
him and slips her arnms around him Dreamreacts.

DREAM
What are you doi ng?

ROSE
Tell nme what O pheus said.

DREAM
Only that | owed hima boon

ROSE
What did he ask of you?
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DREAM
Hi s deat h.
(pause)
.1 granted it.

A long silence as this sinks in with Rose.

ROSE
Oh god.

Rose holds himtighter, feeling and hearing his | abored
br eat hi ng.

ROSE
You | oved him didn't you?

DREAM
Yes. As any father |oves his son.
(hangs hi s head)
Rose. ..l have beconme dreadful ly
i nept at being call ous.

ROSE
Then don't try to be.

Dream pl aces a hand on hers. He w nces, in pain.

ROSE
Dream . .

Rose tries to pull away, but Dream holds her hand tighter.

DREAM
It does not hurt that nuch.

He lets go and turns around, to enbrace her. Rose hol ds him
cl ose, stroking him

He pulls back slowy, and gazes at her. He brushes her cheek
with his hand, snoothing her hair back from her face.

She touches his lips, and leans in to kiss them He Kkisses
her deeper, and draws her tightly into his cloak.

As Dream ki sses down her neck, articles of clothing fall down
around Rose’ s feet. She steps out of them and kicks them
asi de.

Dream|ifts Rose up in his arnms, and they fall backward on
t he sand, grasping each other tightly, and exchangi ng
passi onat e ki sses.
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Dreamrolls her onto her back, pressing down on top of her.
Rose entwi nes her fingers into his dark hair.

The waves ebb al ong the sand. Rose and Dream seemto nove in
time to it.

ON ROSE
Her reality tw sting...

She sees Dream as ot hers have seen him in other tinmes and
places... Victorian Dream tribal Dream cat-Dream..

Dreamsits on his throne, in his helnet. He takes it off,
reveal ing the face she knows, and smiles at her.

Stars, flow ng past her...glinpses of the countless worlds
he’s seen...

A LITTLE WH LE LATER
They lie side-by-side. She's covered only by his cloak.

ROSE
Ww. That was really...trippy.

The tide conmes in farther, alnost right up to them- the
wat er pools around her clothes, and then washes them down the
beach and out to the sea.

ROSE
Danmi t .

DREAM
Leave them Take the cl oak.

Rose does, tying it like a toga around her.

ROSE
Let's get back. Deliriumm ght wake
up and wonder where we are.

Rose stands up, and grabs Dreanmis arm pulling - he struggles
to get up, but fails.

DREAM
Seens | shall be going nowhere, for
the tinme being.
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Rose hel ps shoul der Dreamis wei ght as they wal k to where

Deliriumis playing with Kris’ son on the beach.

clothed again, in a new outfit.

DREAM
(to Rose)
You | ook quite happy.

Rose grins.

ROSE
Shouldn’t | be?

Dream frowns. Delirium sees them

DELI Rl UM
ThEre yOQU twO aRE. ..

DREAM
W are | eaving.

Delirium | ooks at Rose, in her cloak-tunic.

DELI Rl UM
Dr EAm hOWcOre yOU re hQbbl i NG
arQund...? WhAt wkEre yQU gUys, uM
ddng...?

DREAM
None of your concern.

Delirium giggles.

DELI Rl UM
Ooooh, i thINk i knOW..yOU pl AYED
toO hArd with hi M RGse. ...

DREAM
Delirium | have had quite enough
of your nonsense. Quiet!

Delirium !l ooks at him hurt. She runs to Rose,

face in Rose s chest.

DELI Rl UM
MEAN! Al wAYs sO nEAn, evEn whEn
dOn’t dO anYthling aT aLL! | dlIdNt,
diDi...?

Dreami s

buryi ng her
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ROSE
No, it’s okay.

Rose shoots a | ook at Dream He | ooks away.

DREAM
W have been del ayed | ong enough.
W nust find a man nanmed SYKES. He
has the Hel net.

EXT. BAR - DAY

RUTHVEN SYKES, an ol der bl ack gentleman, |eads three SU TS
around a bar, enpty except for a fenmale bartender cleaning
t he counter, ETHEL.

SUT 1
Vel|l kept little place, Ethel
(to Sykes)
Yes, | think it has potential .

One of the suits notices sonething on the wall. Sykes knows
what he's | ooking at --

THE HELMET
On a display nount.

SUT 1
What is that? A gas-nask?

SUT 2
Freaki ng strange, whatever it is.

The suits crowd around for a closer | ook.

SYKES
It came into ny possession while |
was second in command of the O der
of Ancient nysteries. Nowit's a
menento of sorts.

SUT 3
| believe |I've heard of it... sone
ki nd of runor, about it being worn
by a creature Burgess summobned?

Sykes hesitates, then sml es.
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SYKES
Vll, the Order certainly woul d' ve
liked to sunmon extra-di nensi ona
beings. But truth be told, it was
nore of a nen's club. W all had
secret nanes...and secret
handshakes.

The suits | augh.
SYKES
But no secret nonsters. |If Burgess
had one under his control, he
woul d' ve nmade no secret of it.
I NT. BAR - NI GHT
Sykes sees the suits out, smling.

SYKES
Thank you for com ng.

The doors cl ose. Ethel |ooks up.

ETHEL
Do you think they'Il buy?
SYKES
I dunno. | get the feeling they're

t hi nki ng about it.
He | ooks at the Helnet, goes closer to it.

SYKES
I wish I hadn't left this up

ETHEL
G ves the place sone character, if
you ask nme.

SYKES
Maybe. But perhaps not the right
ki nd.

Sykes takes it down off the nount, goes to a storage cl oset
and sets it inside.

As he does, the doors open. Two MEN in trench coats and hats
come in, walking in a stiff, awkward fashion. Their hands are
in their pockets.

SYKES
Sorry boys, we're closed.
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They lift their faces, revealing cruel red eyes... they're
not nen at all. The trench coats open, revealing Brute and
G ob. They were operating human guises with stilts for |egs,
and sleeves filled with straw

Brute spreads his w ngs, and soars right at Sykes, pinning
himto the wall with his denonic claws.

BRUTE
Where is it, Sykesssss?!
EXT. ALLEY - LONDON - NI GHT

Dream Rose and Deliriumappear in a whirl of sand, next to
an ol d HOVELESS WOVAN

ROSE
You didn't tell me we were going to
the city. 1'"mnot dressed properly.

Rose concentrates, and the cloak shifts into a skintight
uni form

ROSE
| didit!
(1 ooks at herself)
Hmn Not what | had in mnd, but
it’ll do.

DREAM
It | ooks fine. W nust go.

The honel ess woman blinks at them quizzically as they nove
fromthe alley into --

THE STREET

Del i rium ski ps ahead. Dream pulls away from Rose and staggers
on his own.

ROSE
What’s with you?

DREAM
Nothing. | amsinply weary from
| ast nights’...indiscretion.
Her eyes wi den.

ROSE
VWhat ?
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DREAM
It was a m stake. An error in
j udgenent .
Rose is crushed.
ROSE
...1f it was, it was your error.
DREAM
Regardless, | amin no condition to
face the Corinthian.
ROSE
Wll 1’ve never felt better. So
just let nme handl e everything.
Ckay?
DREAM

It is your stolen power. You can do
with it as you see fit.

ROSE
You bast ard.

Delirium pops up next to them
DELI Rl UM

NEVER evER hAve sEx w TH hl M agAl n
YoU ve mAde hi M wORse t hAn usUAl!

Rose shushes her.

Suddenly, a SCREAM They | ook - Ethel runs out the door of
t he bar.

ETHEL
HELP! SOVEBODY, HELP!

They exchange | ooks and run toward her.

ROSE
Ma’ am what’s wong?
ETHEL
There are creatures in therel

Denons!
Dreamturns to Delirium

DREAM
Is she mad, sister?



80.

DELI Rl UM
NO, sHE rEAI 'Y sAW sQOret hl Ng.

They rush inside.

I NT. BAR - N GHT

Sykes pulls out the Helnet, handing it to Brute. Brute eyes
it greedily, but just before his claws grasp it...

DREAM
Brute. d ob.

Brute whirls around, hissing.

BRUTE
Mast er ?!

DREAM
Gve it to ne, Brute.

BRUTE
Let ne think about that...um..no!

ROSE
You may want to reconsider.

DREAM
Rose, do not -

He doesn’t get a chance to finish - Rose charges the

ni ghtmare, giving hima kick. G ob claws at her face, as
Brute grabs Sykes from behind. He points a razor-sharp cl aw
at his throat.

BRUTE
Make one nore nove and the old man
gets it! You can’t unmake us before
| stab him The Corinthian is ny
master now. He will set us free.

DREAM
| have changed ny m nd. Rose,
pl ease unmake t hem

Rose hesitates - Brute shifts his gaze from Rose to Dream
t hen | aughs.

BRUTE
| forgot...you have no power, do
you ‘Dream Lord’ ?
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DREAM
Rose. Do it.

RCSE
No, they’ Il kill him There has to
be anot her way.

Rose and Dream | ock gazes - fromthe fire in her eyes, it’'s
clear Rose will not waver from her deci sion.

BRUTE
This is silly. As we speak, the
Corinthian is entering the Dream
realm Let us go, and your precious
nortal will be spared.

DREAM
We are going nowhere. N ghtmare, it
seens we are at a stalemate in this
gane.

DELI Rl UM
GAne! OoH | Et's pl AY a gAme, yEs.

DREAM
Quiet, Delirium

GL.OB
I think she has a point...a gane
could break the tie...

BRUTE
Yesss... Dream would you chal | enge
nme to a duel for your Hel net?

DREAM
That woul d depend upon what ki nd of
duel it is.

BRUTE
A gane of Reality.

DREAM
Very well, 1 challenge you. The
terns?

BRUTE

Si npl e: whoever |oses dies. Woever
wins, gets the Helm Fair?

Rose goes to Dream whispering quietly:



ROSE
What is this gane?

DREAM
A nental duel. The players take
turning conjuring things, until
their imagination fails them

BRUTE
5 seconds per round. No nore, no
|l ess. W nmust do it in neutral
territory - the little one’s realm
woul d do.

DELI Rl UM
OH, uMTrEATY? My rEAl n? Ckay!

Deliriumnmakes a swirling gesture with her hands,
twists. They find thenselves --

EXT. DELIRIUM S REALM
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and REALITY

-- floating in a dinmension of pure chaos. There is no up or
down here, no day or night. It's a flood of various colors

and shapes and sounds and ideas, |ike a coll age.

Random obj ects float in bubbles all around them Sykes is
nowhere to be found, but Deliriumis swimmng laps in the

air.

BRUTE
W nust nmake it a binding contract.

Brute holds out his claw. G ob puts his claw on top of his
partner’s. Dream places his hand in the pile, and | ooks to

Rose - she has a strange expression on her face.

DREAM
Rose. ..

Rose pl aces her hand on top of Dreanmis. Light envel opes their

hands, and snakes up their arns.

DREAM
It is done.

BRUTE
As the challenged, |I have the first
nove: | ama dire wolf, prey

stal king, lethal prow er.
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Just as he describes, a nonstrous wolf with slavering jaws
appears, glaring at Dream

DREAM
| ama hunter...horse nounted...

A proud-eyed prinmeval warrior on a horse rides up, spear in
hand.

DREAM
... Wl f - st abbi ng.

The warrior plunges his spear into the wolf, which hows in
pai n before col |l apsing.

BRUTE
I am a horsefly, horse-stinging...

The wolf transfornms into a horsefly, and stings the horse.
The horse rears.

BRUTE
... Hunter-throw ng.

The hunter falls back on the horse, |anding on sone sort of
invisible *ground” with a sickening crunch of bones. Both the
horse and the hunter di sappear.

A giant web appears, with a giant spider.
DREAM
| ama spider, fly consum ng, eight-
| egged.

The fly is caught in the web. The spider sinks its fangs into
it.
BRUTE
I am a snake..

A snake rips through the web, snatching the spider in its own
fangs.

BRUTE

Spi der - devouri ng, poi son-t oot hed.
DREAM

I am an ox, snake crushing, heavy-

f oot ed.

An ox appears and tranples the snake. There are SNAPPI NG
sounds as the snake's spine is crushed.



84.

BRUTE
| am an ant hrax, butcher bacterium
warm|ife destroying!

The ox becones a rotting corpse, falling.

Deliriumstops swimmng, and | ooks at Rose - they' re both
concer ned.

DREAM
| ama world. Space-floating, life-
nurturing.

A mniature Earth appears between them
BRUTE
I am a nova, all-exploding...planet
cremati ng!

Intense light blasts fromall directions, obliterating the
little earth.

DREAM
| am the universe, all things
enconpassi ng, |ife-enbracing.

The |ight fades. Planets, stars and gal axi es appear al
around t hem

BRUTE
| amanti-life, the beast of
j udgenent . . ..

A |l arge, denonic beast appears, nade of pure shadow. It
engul fs the planets, stars and gal axi es.

BRUTE
...the darkness at the end of
everything, the end of universes,

gods, worlds...of everything.

The beast becones a bl ack hole, sucking everything in
Deliriums realminto the abyss.

DELI RI UM
Dr EAM !

Rose grabs Delirium and they hold each other tightly. They
wait to see what Dreamw ||l do - he stands there calmy and
folds his arns.

DREAM
| am hope.
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Everything stops - the realmis a black void of nothing, but
they still remain. Brute gapes.

BRUTE
Ch.
(pause)
Then | am..Il...

He | ooks at @ ob, who is trenbling greatly.

BRUTE
I don’t know. ..

DREAM
Your tine is up. Goodbye,
ni ght mar es.

Brute and A ob watch in horror as they start to disintegrate -
pi eces of flesh comng off, tissue, nmuscle. They SCREAM

BRUTE & GLOB
They are stripped to their skeletons, and then the skel etons
turn to ash.

The darkness fades. And they are --

I NT. BAR - N GHT

-- back where they started. Sykes |ooks around: the
ni ght mares are gone. Dreamtakes a step toward Sykes, who
stares at himwth horror.

SYKES
Oh ny god. You're...?
DREAM
| am Dream The one you hel ped
capture.
Sykes backs away.
SYKES

I have not practiced magic for 20
years. Pl ease-

DREAM
What ? Spare you?
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SYKES
I left the Order, after that night.
We were dabbling in forbidden
things...l wore this Helnmet for 20
years, in fear of what nagicks
Bur gess m ght cast..

DREAM
You believe you are redeened, then.

Dream t akes anot her step, backing Sykes against the wall. A
nonent passes, as Sykes trenbles. Dreamreaches out, and
t akes the Hel net out of his hands.

DREAM

(quietly)
I no longer thirst for vengeance.

You have nothing to fear from ne.
Deliriumtugs on Dreanis cl oak

DELI Rl UM
Um Dr EAn? ThERe aRE ntONst ERs
oUt Sl de. ..

Rose and Dream | ook: through the w ndows, they can see
strange creatures chasing people.

EXT. THE STREET - N GHT

Rose, Dream and Delirium head out of the building to see
what’ s goi ng on.

It’s absolute chaos. The noise is deafening as people run out
of their homes to escape their brought-to-1ife nightmares.

Sone are covered in spiders, scream ng desperately. Qhers
are chased by denobns, zonbies, grotesque nutants with
mul ti pl e heads. .

ROSE
Oh ny god. ..

DREAM
The Cori nthi an has unl eashed t he
Nightmares. It is tinme for us to
| eave.

ROSE
Can’t we do anything about it?
These people are in trouble!
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Dream puts on his Hel net.

DREAM
I know. That is why the Corinthian
nust be def eat ed.

Dream grabs Rose and Deliriuns hands.

DREAM
Delirium We have no dreamsand. Can
you take us to DESTRUCTI ON s
gal lery?

DELI RI UM
YeS. WeLL, uHi thINk sO
anYwAY...o0H i’ VE wANt Ed t O sEE
DEStRUCt IOn fOR a | ONg t1 Me!

DREAM
Do it.

Deliriumconcentrates, and the three of themshift into
bl ot ches of colored Iight. And then they fade away.

Fromthe rooftop of a tall building, The Corinthian | ooks
down and smles at the devastation he's created.

I NT. DESTRUCTI ON' S GALLERY - NI GHT

Destruction's gallery has all the usual sigils on the wall
but also a pool in the mddle. It sloshes around, violently.

Destruction, a large burly man with red hair and scruffy
stubbl e, sets a painting on the wall. Hi s clothes have al nost
as nmuch paint on them as the canvas.

DESTRUCTI ON
Vel | ? What do you think?

He | ooks down, having directed his question to a DOG

DOG
I"'mnot much of an art critic.

DESTRUCTI ON
I"mnot asking for art criticism
BARNABAS. Merely a few words of
appreci ation.
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BARNABAS
Honest|ly? The perspective's shot to
hell, the 'ocean' |ooks like toxic

wast e, and that olive tree | ooks
i ke an overgrown stinging nettle.

DESTRUCTI ON
Hrph. There are those who cl aim
that for unquestioning respect and
devotion, all one needs is a dog.

BARNABAS
Devotion you've got, schnuck. Lying
isn"t in the job description.

Destruction chuckles heartily at that.

DESTRUCTI ON
Wll, | suppose | won't take it
with me then.

Destruction takes a SWORD, his sigil, off the wall. It
shrinks in his hands, becom ng no bigger than his fist - he
places it on a spotted handkerchi ef next to the pool.

Then, he grasps the pool's edge, and lifts it up out of its
foundations. It also shrinks, and he places it in the
handker chi ef t oo.

DESTRUCTI ON
What did you do with the stick?

BARNABAS
Nothing. It's right over there.

Destruction turns around, and sees it |lying against the wall.

DESTRUCTI ON
Ah.

Destruction picks up the stick, and ties the handkerchi ef
around it.

DESTRUCTI ON
That oughta do it.

Suddenly, three figures tunble out of Deliriums picture
frame, |anding on the ground.

Bar nabas bounds toward them He stops close to Delirium
sniffing her.
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DELI Rl UM
HuLLO DQOggY. YoU RE a VvErY nl Ce
dOggY aREn't yOU? My nAWE' s
DElIrlUm aNd i'MgOng tO bE a
kKAngAr OO WhEN i gr OV uP. WhAT' s
yOUr nAMe?

DESTRUCTI ON
H s nane's Bar nabas.

Dream takes off his Helnet, and Deliriumruns up and hugs
Destructi on.

DESTRUCTI ON
Ah, let nme ook at you lass. Pretty
as ever you were. And yes, | do

bel i eve you' ve grown.

DELI Rl UM
MaYbE a |i TTl e. ..

Destruction | ooks at Dream

DESTRUCTI ON
And you, ny brother. You al so seem
di fferent. Perhaps you too have
gr own.

DREAM
I think not.

Destruction peeks around Dream his eyes on Rose.

DESTRUCTI ON
And who's this one?

ROSE
I''m Rose Wl ker.

DREAM
I have a favor to ask of you.

DESTRUCTI ON
Dream you know |I'm out of the
fam |y business. And | haven’'t
mssed it, not for...what is it
now, 300 years?

DREAM
It is not what you think. Rose
needs a place to stay. Soneone to
| ook after her.



Rose whirls on Dream

ROSE
Say, what ?

DESTRUCTI ON
I'"'mnot sure | understand either,
brot her. Wy does she need | ooki ng
after?

DREAM
One of ny Nightmares has escaped,
and now he has unl eashed the rest
of his brethren upon the waking

world. I was inprisoned, for a
time, and Rose absorbed ny powers.
She will not be safe.

ROSE

Dream what are you tal ki ng about ?
You can't face the Corinthian
al one.

DREAM
| can, and | wll.

DESTRUCTI ON
Centuries ago you would've told ne
she was sinply nortal, and woul d
di e sooner or |ater.

DREAM
| doubt | have changed that much.

DESTRUCTI ON
What ever you say, ny brother. At
the very least, you ve finally
di scovered there are other people
in the world.

DREAM
I have never needed you to instruct
me on ny duties. Now | ess than
ever. | still performny

responsibilities, after all

DESTRUCTI ON
Peopl e and things are stil
destroyed. Things still change. The

only difference is that no one's
running it. It's not ny fault. And
now, I'mready to | eave.

90.
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DELI Rl UM
WhAT. .. ? WhERe aRE yQU gO ng?

DESTRUCTI ON
(waves toward the ceiling)
Ohh, out there. Sonewhere. Up, out.

Destruction exits the gallery. Dream goes after him the two
others tag along foll owed by the dog.

I NT. DESTRUCTI ON' S HOVE - N GHT

DREAM
But you are the enbodi nent of
Destruction. You are of the
Endl ess. W...we have
responsibilities.

DESTRUCTI ON
The Endl ess are nothing nore than
i deas. Repeating notifs. Even our
exi stences will not outlast this
version of the universe. W have no
right to play with their lives, to
order their dreans and their

desi res.

(shrugs)
Thi ngs change. Even you have
changed - | know what you did for
O pheus.

(to Delirium
I"'mglad | saw you again, ny
si ster.

Destruction heads toward the front door of the house.

DESTRUCTI ON
I"msorry | can't be of nore help.
Your young |ady can stay in the
house. Barnabas can keep her

conpany.

BARNABAS
| can't conme with you?

DESTRUCTI ON
You coul d not survive in the places
"Il be traveling to.

BARNABAS
Oh. | see.
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DESTRUCTI ON
Goodbye. Al of you.

They watch as he exits out the door, out onto the grassy
hills. He wal ks upward, toward the sky, as his body fades
away.

BARNABAS
I"'mgoing to mss him Poetry
readi ngs and all.

Rose gl ares at Dream

ROSE
You brought me here, just to dunp
me?

DREAM

| was trying to protect you. But
now | am running out of tinme. You
bel ong here, in the waking world.

ROSE
Who the hell are you to decide
t hat ?

DREAM

This is no | onger your fight - we
have gone as far as we will go.
Farewel | .

Dream puts his Hel met on

RCSE
(screani ng)
Dream no! He'll kill you

The Hel net glows, and in a flash Dreamis gone. Rose is alone
with Deliriumand Barnabas.

I NT. DREAM NG - ETERNAL TW LI GHT

Dream appears in the main hall. The servants are huddl ed by
the door, with various weapons in their hands - Lucien has a
sword, Nual a has a bow, and Mervyn has a shotgun. The whol e
cast| e TREMBLES.

LUCI EN
Lord, there you are. W were
worri ed.
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DREAM
I know. Put those weapons down - he
will never get as far as the gates.

Dreamclinbs the twisting steps, up to his throne. The pal ace
runbl es again, and the servants exchange apprehensive
gl ances.

Matthew the raven is sitting on the arnrest as Dreamsits
down.

MATTHEW
Lord Dreanl Good to see you
Uh...where's the girl now?

Dream renoves hi s hel net.

DREAM
W won’t be seeing her again.

| NT. DESTRUCTION S HOVE - NI GHT
Rose paces around the room angrily.

ROSE
What in god's name is he thinking?
How s he supposed to defeat the
Corinthian with, at best, half his
power? No, that's too
optimstic...it's nore |like one
third of his power. He can barely
keep on his feet let alone fight.

Bar nabas and Delirium watch her.

BARNABAS
Coul d you sit down? You're naking
me dizzy.

DELI Rl UM
ME t OO

ROSE
Just go away, will you? I want to
be al one.

Del i rium and Barnabas decide to oblige. Rose w pes tears away
fromher face, and sits down at the dining roomtable.

There's a drinking glass there. She glares at it and angrily
knocks it off with her hand. It shatters, and she puts her
head down on the table to sob.
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EXT. DESTRUCTI ON' S HOUSE

Delirium stands with Barnabas outside. She picks up a stick,
wavi ng it around.

BARNABAS
She seened really upset.

DELI Rl UM
YeAH. . . sHE aNd Dr EAm wEr e t OgEThER
Li Ke dAtINg. FoR a |i TTl e whl Le.
(1 ooks at the stick)
HeY dOggY, wANt tO pl AY fETch?

Deliriumthrows, and Barnabas bounds after it.

As he does, Deliriumsees sonething comng toward her: It's
the Corinthian. He's got his sunglasses on, and the Pouch
tied to his belt.

CORI NTHI AN
Hullo little girl. Is Rose honme?

DELI Rl UM
Un sHE wANts t O bE | EFt al One
ri Gt nOW

CORI NTHI AN
Is that so? Well, 1'll have to go
cheer her up then.

The Corinthian tries to nove past Delirium She bl ocks him
with her body, frowning.

DELI Rl UM
I dUnnO wHO yOU aRE m st ER, bUT yQU
SEEm cr EEpY. | cANt sEE tHE i Nslde
oF yOUr hEAd.

Bar nabas drops the stick and bounds toward the Corinthian,
bar ki ng.

BARNABAS
Delirium get away fromhim He
isn"t a human!

The Corinthian grabs Deliriumby the hair, and shoves her
aside. He raises the Ruby and ains it at her. Deliriums eyes
go wi de.

DELI RI UM
Th- ThAT's n¥ bRQ hER s. . .!
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The Ruby glows - but before the bl ast appears, Barnabas bites
the Corinthian's ankle. The Corinthian turns, and blasts him
i nstead. Barnabas is debilitated with a whine.

DELI RI UM
NO, dON't hURt hiIM

The Corinthian takes off the Pouch, and grabs a handful of
dr eansand.

CORI NTHI AN
How about a nap, little Endless...

I NT. DESTRUCTI ON' S HOVE

Rose hears the conmmotion and gets up fromthe chair. She runs
for the door, and sees the Corinthian enter.

CORI NTHI AN
Way hul | o agai n, Rose..

Rose answers with a kick. It sends himsprawing... but it
only makes hi m chuckl e as he gets up.

CORI NTHI AN
Qoh, you've gotten stronger

Rose backhands hi m viciously, and throws hi magainst the
wal | . The Ruby slips out of his hand. Rose sees it, and takes
her opportunity - she lunges, and grabs it.

Power ZAPS her hand! She cries out, and drops the Ruby. The
Corinthian | aughs sone nore.

CORI NTHI AN
Did I not tell you? The Ruby is
mne now. It's becone a part of
nme... sort of like how a shoe
confornms to your foot. I'mafraid
you can't use it anynore.

The Corinthian grabs her shoul ders and pushes her down. Rose
has lost all strength, and crunples to the floor.

The Corinthian raises the Ruby. A beam of |ight conmes out of
it, and snakes around Rose. It nmaterializes into ropes. Rose
struggl es, as he kneels down next to her.

CORI NTHI AN
Tut tut, such a fuss for nothing.
I"mactually not here for you.
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ROSE
What ?

CORI NTHI AN
That's right. | finally have you
all to nyself...yet now, | don't

even want you. lronic, isn't it?

ROSE
| don't know what you're talking
about, but | don't care! If you
don't want me, let ne go!

CORI NTHI AN
You have no idea the plans | had
for you. The weddi ng, the guests, I
had everything planned out. Down to
t he col or of the napkins and the
new carpet for the castle floor.

(sighs)

But no, you had to get frisky with
Dream How repul sive.

The Corinthian | eans over her, placing a hand on her stomach.

CORI NTHI AN
But now you have sonething even
better. Sonething that won't be so
uncooperative. And once | take it,
your half of the power will be
under ny control.

The Corinthian plunges his hand into her |ower stomach. Rose
SCREAMS - -

EXT. HOUSE - N GHT

Barnabas and Deliriumsit up, groaning as they conme back to
their senses. They | ook at each other.

BARNABAS
What happened?

DEL| Rl UM
UM..I rEAIlY dON't knOW..

They hear Rose scream again, frominside the house.
I NT. DESTRUCTI ON' S HOVE

The Corinthian brings his hand out again, very quickly, and
| ooks at his bloody fist.
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Rose | ooks at her stomach, expecting to see a horrifying
nmess, but there isn't even a sign of a wound.

The Corinthian opens up his fist, and inside is a
translucent, shrinp like thing squirmng slightly on his
pal m Rose looks at it with a m xture of shock, confusion and
di sgust.

CORI NTHI AN
Cl ose your nouth love. It"'s just
your son.

ROSE

What the hell did you do? I...|I
can’t be pregnant!

CORI NTHI AN
Not anynore, naturally.

The Corinthian raises the Ruby in the air for her to see. The
Corinthian puts it in his bag.

CORI NTHI AN
Such an interesting trinket. | had
no i dea how many wonderful things
it could do...for exanple, | don't

have to wait to see the product of
your dalliance with an Endl ess.

The Corinthian smles at the little shrinpy fetus, which is
rapidly growing into a full-blown infant. The Corinthian now
has to hold the baby with both hands and then nust adjust his
arns to conpensate for the weight of the grow ng child.

CORI NTHI AN
What do you think his name shoul d
be? Perhaps we should keep with the
tradition of Dreamis famly al
having 'D nanes, shall we?
(t hi nks)
Sonet hi ng |ike. .. DAN EL.

Daniel is on his way to becom ng a toddler. The Corinthian
sets himdown - Daniel wavers on his feet a little, but
grasps the concept of standing upright as fast as his
unnat ural grow h.

CORI NTHI AN
Say goodbye to your num Dani el

Dani el | ooks straight at Rose, as soft baby hair grows on his
head and turns into little curls. He lifts his hand and
waves, but seens very puzzl ed.
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The Corinthian grabs his hand, and | eads hi mout the back
door. Dani el |ooks back at his nmother for a noment, but then
he’ s gone.

Bar nabas and Deliriumrun in.

DELI Rl UM
RoSE RoSE! WhAT i S gO ng oN?!

Rose is sobbing on the floor. Deliriuminmedi ately unties the
ropes.

BARNABAS
What happened, Rose? Who was t hat
wei rd man?

ROSE
The Corinthian! I...l1 think he took
nmy child...
DELI Rl UM
VWAT? YoU re a pArENt, alrEAdY...?
ROSE
| don't know. ..l don't know

anyt hing. ..

Rose pushes the |ast of the ropes off her, angrily.

ROSE
Delirium | have to get into the
Dr eam ng.

BARNABAS
Lady, | don't know nuch about you

or what's going on, but | don't
t hi nk you shoul d be goi ng anywhere.

DELI Rl UM
YeAH...iSn't tHE COInthl An gO ng
tOtHE DrEAmM Ng t OO, .. 7?7

ROSE
Exactly! If that was nmy son he
took, |I've got to get hi m back!

Rose stands up, but falters. Deliriumprops her up.

BARNABAS
See? Wat did | tell you?
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DELI RI UVS
YoUr enERgY i S gOne...tHE CO | -
WHAt EVER nUSt' ve t AKEn i T aLL.

ROSE
| don't care! Take ne to the
Dream ng, Delirium

BARNABAS
| wouldn't do that...

Delirium | ooks between the dog and the angry Rose, torn.

ROSE
You want to see Dream don't you?
DELI Rl UM
BuT. ..
ROSE
Take me to the Dream ng right now,
or so help me I'll never play with
you agai n!

Delirium| ooks al arned at that.

DELI RI UM
OKAY, OKAY i wiLL

Delirium squeezes her eyes shut, and they both dissolve into
colored Iights.

BARNABAS
Oh hell...wait up!

Barnabas junps into the colored lights, and they di sappear.
EXT. CASTLE - THE DREAM NG - ETERNAL TW LI GHT

The Corinthian wal ks down a row of N ghtmares, his head held
hi gh. He | ooks at each one of them

CORI NTHI AN
| am proud to see before ne an arny
of Nightmares, here in defiance of
tyranny-

NI GHTMARE 1
When do we fight?!

The Nightmares roar in approval. The Corinthian is taken
aback, but recovers.
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CORI NTHI AN
If you' re so hasty, why don't you
| ead the Ni ghtmares out of bondage?

The Corinthi an pseudo-casually exam nes the Ruby in his hand.
The N ghtmare backs down, getting the point. The Corinthian
coughs, and then starts agai n:

CORI NTHI AN
Qur goal is to find Dream and
destroy him Don't kill any
servants until |1've had a chance to
interrogate them
(t hi nks)
Yeah, that's about it.

I NT. CASTLE

Matt hew t he raven twitches on Dreanis arnrest. Dream on the
ot her hand, reclines on his hand with his eyes cl osed.

DREAM
You are distressed, Matthew?

MATTHEW
I'"d feel a lot better if you' d |et
me in on the plan to keep them out.

DREAM
I have no such plan.

MATTHEW
(squawks)
What ?!

DREAM
It's true. | have decided to |et
themin.
(1 ooks at Matt hew)
You forget: this is ny castle.

EXT. CASTLE

Meanwhi |l e, the Corinthian turns toward Dani el beside him He
now | ooks about 8 years ol d.

CORI NTHI AN

Are you ready to see your father?
DANI EL

Yes. Yes, | should very nmuch I|ike

to neet him
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CORI NTHI AN
Spl endi d.
(to the Ni ghtmares)
Now!

The N ghtmares throw t hensel ves agai nst the gates. The
Giffin and the Wvern statues at the top of the gates | ook
at them w th nervous stone eyes.

The Corinthian steps through the crowd...

CORI NTHI AN
Al | ow ne.

...and uses the Ruby to blast the gates open.
| NT. DREAM S GALLERY - THE DREAM NG

Rose, Delirium and Barnabas appear in the gallery. Rose bends
over in pain.

ROSE
Oh god... | feel sick..

DELI RI UM
ReAl Il Y? Cuz i fEEl flInE. .

BARNABAS
(groans)
That's because you consider gravity
one of a nunber of suggested
options, rather than a rule.

Rose hears a CRASH, followed by many terribl e sounds of
nonstrous joy: shrieks, roars, cries.

ROSE
VWhat was that?

Three figures rush into the room It's Lucien, Mervyn and
Nual a, still in their 'battle gear'.

NUALA
Rose! \Whatever are you doi ng here?

ROSE
I nmust find Dream Sonething
terrible s happened.

MERVYN
VWhatever it is, can't be worse than
what we're dealing with right now
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LUCI EN
Ms. Walker, it is entirely out of
t he question to see Lord Dream

ROSE
Way? What's he doi ng?
MVERVYN
Wrkin' on a way to save our asses,

I hope!
Rose runs for the door. Al three of themgrab her.

MERVYN
The N ghtmares just busted in,
toots! Goin' out there nowis plain
sui ci de!

Rose pushes them off and runs out. Delirium and Barnabas
foll ow.

MERVYN
Danes and nutts. They never |isten.

Luci en sighs and shuts the doors. He pulls the brace down
over it.

I NT. CASTLE HALLS

Rose, Delirium and Barnabas run through the dark,
I abyrinthine halls until they reach a crossroads of sorts -
three different directions to turn

Fromthe right, they hear footsteps and see approaching
shadows.

ROSE
(whi spers)
We gotta go back!

DEL| Rl UM
UnnOiT s okAY...I'Il mAKE i T sO
thEY cAN't sEE. .

Delirium holds out her arns and spins around. A nulti-col ored
shiel d appears around them

It turns out to be the Corinthian, |eading Daniel by the
hand. Rose | ooks at her son, so many enotions swelling - but
knowing if she calls out to himnow, they' re dooned.
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CORI NTHI AN
Now, just where could ole' dad be
hiding...?

The Corinthi an goes past where Rose and Delirium stand.
Dani el | ooks right at Rose.

CORI NTHI AN
What ' re you | ooking at, Daniel?

Just as Rose and Deliriumbegin to worry, a dark figure comes
out fromdirectly ahead of the Corinthian, to Rose's left.
It's Dream who stops short when he sees the Corinthian.

CORI NTHI AN
There you are, old chap.

Dream turns and goes back the way he canme, down a dark
corridor. The Corinthian | ooks puzzled, but follows, pulling
Daniel (who is still staring at Rose) along with him

Rose and Deliriumcreep forward, cautiously going down the
dark corridor too.

BARNABAS
That's strange..

DELI Rl UM
WAT i S i T, DOygY?

BARNABAS
| couldn't snell Dream..

Rose shushes t hem
MEANVHI LE

The Corinthian reaches a door around a corner, out of sight
of the three followi ng. As he grasps the handle and pulls it
open, he notices Daniel is hyperventilating.

CORI NTHI AN
VWat is it?

DANI EL
| don't want to go in here.

CORI NTHI AN
Way not ?

Dani el breaks away from his grasp, and runs down anot her
corridor. The Corinthian chases after him



104.

CORI NTHI AN
Cone back here!

Once they're gone, Rose and Delirium cone around the corner.
Rose sees the open door.

ROSE
That's it! They nmust have gone
t hr ough here!
Rose throws the door open wi der and goes inside.
For a few nonents, there is only darkness.

ROSE
Dani el!! Daniel, can you hear mne?!

Rose | ooks back - the door has di sappeared. Her panic rises.

ROSE
Deliriunf? Barnabas...?

Her voi ce echoes back to her. Then the bl ackness fades away,
and she is --

I NT. HOUSE - | NDETERM NATE

-- in sonme sort of dwelling. It looks |ike a regular
apartnent: there's a fish in a bowl on a stand, and a green
couch with a teddy bear on it... and next to it, sits DEATH

Delirium and Barnabas are on each side of Rose.

DEATH
Oh. H - you're not who I was
expecti ng.

DELI Rl UM
Sl st ER!

ROSE
Were are we? Were's the
Cori nt hi an?

DEATH
You're in my realm As to the
Corinthian, | dunno - Dream
informed me he'd be the one show ng
up.

Of Rose's puzzl enment.
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I NT. CASTLE HALL

The Corinthian chases Daniel into the main hall, where the
child proceeds to run up w ndi ng steps.

The Corinthian attenpts to scranble after him but the second
his foot touches the first step energy arcs around it,
zappi ng himnuch like the Ruby did to Rose earlier.

CORI NTHI AN
Bugger and bl ast!!!

NI GHTMARE 1
(Q9)
Sir Corint hi an-

CORI NTHI AN
What do you want ?!

He | ooks: the Nightnmares |ead the three servants in, bound
tightly with rope. The Corinthian smles, a little.

CORI NTHI AN
Wl |l done.

He gl ances back as young Daniel runs up the spiraling steps,
before turning his attention to the servants.

CORI NTHI AN
As | amin an increasingly bad
nood, would you be so kind as to
tell nme howto get to your master?
If you oblige..

The Corinthian | ooks at Lucien closely.
CORI NTHI AN
"1l leave your |lovely pairs of
eyes in their sockets.

He | ooks at Mervyn next.

MERVYN
| ain't got eyes!
CORI NTHI AN
No matter. You I’'ll make into

fertilizer.

The Corinthian pulls the cigar out of Mervyn's nouth and
steps on it.

He noves on to Nual a.
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CORI NTHI AN
I think I'"lIl start with this one...

The Corinthian | ooks at the pendant hangi ng down from her
neck.

CORI NTHI AN

What is this? It | ooks nagical.
NUALA

I-1t’s not hing!

Nual a tries to back away, however she runs into one of the
Ni ght mar es who pushes her back toward the Corinthian.

CORI NTHI AN
Real | y? Way is there fear in those
tasty little faerie eyes of yours?

The Corinthian grabs her pendant in his hand.

CORI NTHI AN
Yes, | can feel the power init.
It’s his power. You' re going to
tell me what it is.

NUALA
No!

The Corinthian raises the Ruby. Nuala screans, as she is
zapped with pai nful energy.

CORI NTHI AN
What was that? Did you say you
would tell ne all about it?

NUALA
I shall never tell you

The Corinthian zaps her again. Mervyn and Luci en watch
hel pl essly as Nual @’ s angui shed cries fill the hall.

I NT. DEATH S HOUSE

Back in Death’s dommin, she patiently explains to the pacing
Rose:

DEATH
Dream set up one of his roons to be
a portal into nmy realm He was
going to send a phantomto lure the
Corinthian here.
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ROSE
And we fell right into the trap
i nst ead.
DEATH
Looks like it. 1'll send you back

into the human real m

ROSE
No! | have to get ny son back! I
have to hel p Drean

DEATH
Honey, you can’t. You're not an
Endl ess anynore. Not even a little
bit. All of it went to your son.

ROSE
| don’t care! | have to - | |ove
him Both of them..

Death | ooks at her with deep synpat hy.

DEATH
Yes, | know But they belong in
this world. You don't.

ROSE
I have nothing left where | cane
from | mght as well be dead if
you send ne back!

DEATH
(to Delirium
Delirium you and the dog should go
to your realm

DELI RI UM
But -

DEATH
| nmean it. Co.

Delirium sighs and hugs Rose.

DELI Rl UM
GoGdbYE i gUESs... cAN yQU pl EAse
gOjUst aliTTle bl T crAzY, sO
CAN tAlk tOyQU agAln iF i wAnt...?

DEATH
Delirium That’'s not nice.
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Delirium sadly disappears in multi-colored lights, along with
Bar nabas.

DEATH
Come with ne Rose.

Death goes to two doors. One’s white, and the one beside it
i s black.

DEATH
You have two choi ces: go through
the white one and you re back to
your regular life. Go through the
bl ack one, and you stay here in the
sunl ess | ands.

O f Rose, caught in the no-w n choice.

ROSE
(V.0)
Love is horrible.

I NT. CASTLE
Dani el, running up the steps. He has grown into a teenager.

ROSE
(V.0
You build up all these defenses, so
not hi ng can hurt you. Then one
person, seemngly no different from
any ot her person, wanders into your
worthless life...

Dani el reaches the top of the steps. He | ooks at --

-- his father, sitting at his throne. Dream | ooks up..
Daniel’s clear blue eyes and Dreami s starry onyx eyes neet.

ROSE
(V.0
It hurts.

W switch to Nual a, as she continues to scream

ROSE
(V.0)
Not just in the inmagination. Not
just in the mnd. It’s a soul-hurt,
a body-hurt, a real gets-inside-you-
and-ri ps-you-apart hurt.
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Mervyn shouts sonething at the Corinthian, and gets punched
by one of the nightmares. He falls, and his punpkin head is
smashed.

In between bouts of torture, Nuala cries out for the broken
Mervyn. The Corinthian grabs her, pulling her away, and
rai ses the Ruby.

ROSE
(V.0
Not hi ng shoul d be able to do that.
Especially not | ove.

Back to Dream and Daniel. Dani el approaches, a | ook of wonder
in his eyes, as Dreamrises fromthe throne.

DREAM
Who are you?
DANI EL
I am your son, | think.
DREAM
I have no son. My son is dead.
DANI EL
My nmother is Rose. | was taken from

her. By the Corinthian.
There is a long silence as they regard one anot her.
DREAM
...Interesting. | amgreatly
pl eased to neet you.

EXT. DREAM NG

The Corinthian reappears with Nuala, out in the dreansand
dunes. The Corinthian threatens Nuala wi th the Ruby.

CORI NTHI AN
Vel l?! You' re trying nmy patience.
Ref use one nore tine and I’ tear
your eyes out before | kill you.

The neckl ace, it holds a boon, yes?
Nual a agoni zes a few nonents.
NUALA

(sobbi ng)
...1"msorry, Dream Lord..



110.

Nual a reaches for and holds the pendant in both hands.

NUALA
Here and now do | call you, Lord
Dream .

| NT. THRONE ROOM - CASTLE
Dream hears the echo of her call
DANI EL
The Corinthian. He's taken one of

your servants.

DREAM
Yes. It seens so.

Dream puts on his Helnet. Daniel |ooks at himw th alarm

DANI EL

Fat her, you cannot possibly go-
DREAM

| rmust.
DANI EL

This is what the Corinthian wants.
DREAM

It is what | want too.
DANI EL

He wants to kill you. Mist | neet

you, ny father, only to | ose you?

DREAM

Let this be your first |esson:
rules and responsibilities, these
are the ties that bind us. W do
what we do because of who we are.
If we did otherw se, we woul d not
be ourselves. | will do what |
nmust .

(upbeat)
| do not think | will die. W will
converse later, ny son

Dreami s hel net glows. Matthew | ands on his shoul der, and
di sappears with him
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EXT. DREAM NG

Dream and Matt hew reappear, not far from Nuala and the
Cori nt hi an.

NUALA
Dreaml 1’m so sorry!

DREAM
Do not apol ogi ze, Nual a.

NUALA
Yes, of course. Sorry. Um that I
said sorry | nean.

The Corinthian takes off his glasses. He licks his lips like
a hungry wol f, and grins.

CORI NTHI AN
So good of you to join us, Dream
Lord! At [|ast!

DREAM
Let Nual a go. She is no |onger your
concern.

CORI NTHI AN
Certainly.

He lets go of Nuala, letting her collapse to the ground.

DREAM
Are you prepared to give back ny
t ool s?

The Corinthian | aughs - a |long, cruel [augh.

DREAM
| fail to see what is so funny.

CORI NTHI AN
| don’t want to fight you, Dream
Lord. Way should I?

The Corinthian raises the Ruby. It GLOMS.

Suddenly, the ground beneath Dreans shifts...and rises. It
shoots up into the air, a tall spire of earth, taking Dream
with it. Matthew flies off.

Dreamis now on a small platform The sky darkens. Lightning
fl ashes, thunder rolls, bringing with it spitting rain.
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DONN BELOW
The Corinthian | aughs again. He wal ks away fromthe spire.

CORI NTHI AN
Now |’ ve got you

The Corinthian spreads his arns, in ecstasy.
CORI NTHI AN

Ni ghtmares, | call you! Conme and
devour your former master!

ON THE SPI RE

Dr eam peers down at the ground, far below Matthew hovers
near by.

MATTHEW
Ch shit. ..

Dream t akes of f his Hel net.

MATTHEW
Whoa, boss are you crazy?!

DREAM
No. But | appreciate your concern.
Matt hew, | have need to speak with

nmy sister. Take this to her, and
ask her to neet ne here.

Dream shrinks the Hel net and offers it to Matt hew

I NT. DEATH S HOUSE

Rose still stares at the two doors, as Matthew flies in and
| ands on the back of the couch. He drops the helnmet fromhis
beak, which grows back to its original size.

DEATH
Mat t hew? What are you doi ng here?

MATTHEW
(out of breath)
Dream He’'s in trouble.

DEATH
I’ m forbidden fromintervening.

MATTHEW
He just wants you to go to him
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Rose and Death | ock gazes. Death goes to a coat-stand and
pulls a jacket off.

ROSE
Death, please. Let ne go to him
You can at |east do that.

Death considers it.

EXT. DREAM NG

Deat h appears on the spire, next to Dream sitting on the
ground.

DEATH
What are you doi ng?

DREAM
Waiting for you.

DEATH
I’ ve been worried about you.

Death sits down next to Dream

DREAM
The last tine we talked like this,
you threw a | oaf of bread at ne.

DEATH
I renenber.

Dream pul I s sonething out of his cloak. It’s a |oaf of bread.

DREAM
Her e.

Death | ooks at it, and at him She takes it, gluny.

DEATH
There’s no pi geons up here.

DREAM
I was expecting you to throw it at
me. To tell ne off, to shout at ne.

DEATH
(softly)
It’s too late for that, brother.

A |l ong pause. Lightning strikes again. The Nightmares cry
out: the winged ones are flying toward the spire.
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DEATH
There’ s soneone who asked to see
you.
Deat h waves her hand, and Rose appears.

ROSE
Dream .. ?

Dream stands up, |ooking at her. Rose enbraces him

DREAM

Hel | o Rose.
ROSE

Leave this place...please?
DREAM

No, | cannot |eave ny realm And

cannot defeat the Corinthian.

ROSE
What makes you believe that?

Dr eam shakes hi s head.

DREAM
The power has not returned to ne.
Wil e the power of dreamis split,
t he Dream ng has no master that can
conpet e against one with two of the
t ool s.

Dream | ooks at his sister.

DREAM
Wi ch | eaves only one option
avai l able to ne.

Death cl oses her eyes. Rose is puzzled for a nonment, but then
she i s al arned.

ROSE
Dream no!

DREAM
I"'mafraid so.

He ki sses her, tenderly.

DREAM
I never truly expressed ny feelings
for you.

( MORE)
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DREAM cont ' d)
| renedy that now | suppose | |ove
you. Thank you for comng to ne.
Pl ease live the rest of your life,
and renmenber nme.

Dream nods at Death. She waves her hand.

ROSE
No! !

Rose’s cry fades away as she di sappears.

The Ni ghtmares are nearly upon them The ugly nonsters gnash
their teeth at Dream

DEATH
Drean? G ve nme your hand.
Dream reaches out to her. Were his fingers touch hers, |ight
emanat es.

The light glows brighter, and brighter...until everything is
awash in bright |ight.

CUT TGO

I NT. DEATH S HOUSE

Rose finds herself between the two doors. Death wal ks up
besi de her.

ROSE
He's...

DEATH
Yeah. He’'s gone.

Rose nods, the tears falling silently.

DEATH
Which will you choose?

Rose wal ks up to the white door.
ROSE
He asked ne to live. | love himtoo
much to refuse.
Rose opens the door.

ROSE
| hate | ove.
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I NT. CASTLE

Daniel cries out, withing on the floor as power surges into
him A bright blinding Iight and then, silence.

Dani el slowy gets up, but he |ooks different. He | ooks
exactly like a young Dream

But not quite. He’s now marble white all over, fromhis wld
hair to his cl oak.

DOMNSTAI RS
The Corinthian conmes into the hall, swaggering. He sees
Dani el com ng down the spiral steps, and stops in his tracks.
CORI NTHI AN
Daniel...?
DANI EL

No. Not anynore.
The Corinthian covers up his shock, following it with a grin.

CORI NTHI AN
You | ook fantastic. | assune you’ ve
got all your powers then? You are
now t he Lord of Dreans?

DANI EL
Yes.

The Corinthian kneels, bow ng his head. Daniel cones to the
end of the stairs.

DANI EL
G ve ne the Ruby.

The Corinthian | ooks up.

CORI NTHI AN
VWhat ? But Lord. ..

DANI EL
I will not ask again, N ghtnare.
You have done great harmto this
real m

The Corinthian gets up, backing away.
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CORI NTHI AN
| have not harnmed you. | brought
you here to claimyour rightful-

DANI EL
Do not play ganmes with ne. Your
cause was never a righteous one.

CORI NTHI AN
...what will you do?

DANI EL
Unmake you.

CORI NTHI AN
You will not!

The Corinthian raises the Ruby over his head.

CORI NTHI AN
I will break it! I will break the
Ruby!
DANI EL
Do not do that...
CORI NTHI AN
VWhat will breaking it do? Hurt you?

Kill you?

The Corinthian throws the Ruby down to the floor. Daniel
braces hinself as it shatters.

There is an i mmense glow. The Corinthian can’'t see anything
for a while...but when the gl ow di ssipates, he sees clouds.
He | ooks up, right at --

DANI EL

Hi s enornmous face peering at him The Corinthian stunbles
back - he’s in Daniel’s palm

DANI EL
I had no idea so nuch power was
stored in the Ruby. It’s
over whel m ng.

Dani el brings up his other hand. It holds the shattered Ruby
shar ds.

DANI EL
But it should be contai ned.



Daniel forms the shards into a jewel

eneral d green. Daniel |ooks closer at
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. It turns green..

it.

DANI EL
How cool . .
CORI NTHI AN
Daniel! | amyour |oyal servant!
Have nercy upon ne!
DANI EL
| pity you, Nightmare. | would have

et you live. But you too

parents away from ne. For that,

nmust not forgive you.

k ny

Dani el closes his fist. The Corinthian’s life goes out, in
puff of snoke that filters through Daniel’s fingers.

I NT. HOSPI TAL

Rose opens her eyes. She’'s in the hospital.

Sitting on the bedsi de of her nother.

Unity. Rose gazes at

her nother, forlorn. She rises fromthe bed to snell the

flowers in a vase on the nightstand.

ROSE

Hey mum You |l never guess what’s

happened to ne.

Unity's eyelids nove. Slowy, ever so slowy,

ROSE

| guess | cane back here because

you're the only person I

never been able to talk to you,

I love you. | really do.

have.

I’ ve
but

t hey OPEN...

Rose | ooks back at her nmother. She sees an awake face, and
can’'t believe her eyes - Rose goes pale.

UNI TY

....Rose? Are you...are you ny

Rose?

Rose struggles to speak, to formthe words...

ROSE
Mim..?

Unity sml es.

a
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UNI TY
| dreaned of you

ROSE
| dreaned of you too.

ROSE
(V.0
When Dreanis |ife ended, everything
went back to normal. Al the
victinms of ‘sleepy sickness’ woke
up. Including ny nother.

I NT. CASTLE

Dani el sits down upon the throne. Matthew perches on his arm
Luci en and Nual a rise froma kneeling position.

EXT. DREAM NG - NI GHT

Rose wal ks al ong the beach, in the noonlight. She | ooks up.

ROSE
(V.0
Every night, fromthat point
onward, | dreaned of only one
t hing. ..

A shadowy figure stands not too far away. He turns to | ook at
her...it’s Dream

FADE OUT:

THE END



